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Gazetle. As a matter of fact, full dis-
eretion lies with the Minister, and T do
not think it will be found he will act
in any way unjustly ov harshly to any
section of the communtiy except pure
speculators, Through these speculators
large estates have been piled up in vari-
ous districts. The speculator uses dum-
mies, and eventually sells back to the
Government at as much as five or six
times the amount of money it cost him.
I can go even further. He not only
gets blocks himself but he geis his
friends, customers, and relations to take
up blocks, and eventually the State has

to pay 17s. 6d. or £1 or more per
acre for what eost 3s. 9d. per
acre. It is said the speculator does

not exist, but we have only to look
at the advertising columns of the daily
papers of two months ago to discover col-
nmns of advertisements advertising blocks
for sale. Yet some members say if the
specnlator exists he exists lo a limited ex-
tent only. Mr. Connolly complained
there was no reference in the Governor’s
Speech to freezing works at Wyndham.,
The position in reference io these works is
that nothing has actually been done ex-
cept the preparation of plans. The Gav-
erunment have noi yet had the opportunity
of going into this question, hut when they
do go into it they will come to some de-
finite decision and act promptly. I need
nof delay the House. It has often been
said that the Address-in-reply debale is
a waste of ime. I have never supported
that view. T think it is valuable from
many standpoints. It enables the repre-
sentatives of various districis Lo express
opinions and criticise the policy of the
Government in power, and it is a vainable
help to Ministers'in another place or their
representatives in this House. 1 feel a
certain nmount of gratitude to members
for the fairness of their erilicisms doring
the conrse of the debate. 1 do not think
there was a single instance in which an
unfair attack was made on the present
Government or hias
" hibited in any shape or form. Nembers
did not even criticise to the same extent
as they have eriticised Governor’s Speeches

in which was ex-

on former occasions, buf their criticisms
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have been delivered in a fair,
intellizent way.

Question pnt and passed;
adopted,

honest and

the Address

ADJOURNMENT—ONE WEEK.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) moved—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 21st Nevember.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.am.

Legislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 9th November, 1911
Piae
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The SPEATKER took the Chair at 2- 30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (4)—COLLIE COAL
MINERS.

Police Court proceedings.

Mr. A. A. WILSON asked the Minister
for Jusiice,—1, Is he aware that on
September 20, before the Collie Police
Court, Mr. Aleock, on behalf of the Crown
Prosecutor, asked for an adjournment
of cases against the Collie Burn strikers,
and that he and Mr. Wall promised if
such adjournment was granted the
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proceedings against the meniwould be
quashed * 2, Did the Collie Police
Court grant the adjournment on such
representation 7 3, Is the Minister aware
that such promise to quash proceedings
was broken, and that Mr. Barlee fined
the miners on September 27? 4, Will
the Minister cause an inquiry into the
matter ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
plied: 1, No; the Minister is informed
that Mr. Alcock, in asking for an ad.
journment, promised that he and Mr.
Wall would use their best endeavours to
have the proceedings abandoned, but dis-
tinctly stated that he had no instruction
to that effect from the Crown. 2, The
adjournment was granted on the under-
standing set out above. 3, The promise
as set out above was not broken ; Messrs.
Alcock and Wall carried out their under-
taking, but the Crown would not. consent.
¢, Answered by 1, 2, and 3.

Police Court fines.

Mr. A, A, WILSON asked the Minister
for Justice: 1, Is he aware that Collie
miners and Collie Miners' Union were
fined on three separate days by Mr,
Barlee, R.M., for practically the one
offence—on Augunst 29 ; September 13,
and September 27 7 2, Is the Minister
aware that under similar circumstances
the late Attorney General only allowed
‘one prosecution and one fine, and further
that Mr. Justice Burnside recommended
such action as being sufficient to meet
the requirements of justice ? 3, Will the
Minister cause an inquiry to be made
into the above cases with the object of
remitting the fines of the miners of dates
August 29 and September 27 ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
plied : As an appeal is still pending in
one of the cases forming the subject
matter of these questions the Minister
is unable to reply, but will be glad to give
the fullest information when all legsl
proceedings are terminated.

Magistrate’s decigions.

Mr. A. A, WILSON asked the Minister
for Justice: 1, Is he aware that Mr.
Barlee, R.M., recently at Collie tried
two cases on the same day, and allowed
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Coliie Burn slleged co-operative miners
13s. 5d. per day wages in the one case,
and 5s. per day wages, for miners not
working at Coellie Burn, in the other case ?
2, Does the Minister approve of such
diserimination ? 3, Will he cause the
differences to be adjusted ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re.
plied: 1, Yes. 2 and 3, The Depart-
ment has already sent for a report as to
the facts, and the Minister desires to
refrain from replying to these questions
until he is in possession of full details, +

Alleged boyeolt.

Mr. A. A. WILSON asked the Minister-
for Railways : 1, Isthe Minister aware—
(8} that 90 miners (many of them with
wives and families) are practically boy-
cotted by the alleged Scottish Co-op-
erative Company, and that such company
is getting the coal trade from the Govern.-
ment ? (b} that the system of boycott
is contained in Clause 3 of the indenture
of the company, which states—* Thab
every applicant {for a share) shall now
or hereafter become an employee of the
company, etc.3?”" . 2, Will the Minister-
take st.eps to at once stop the boycott
by ceasing to take further coal supplies.
until the present difficulty is ended ?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS
replied : 1, The Scottish Co-operative
Company is supplying ceal to the Railway
Department, but I am not aware that
any boycott exists as suggested. 2, The
relationship of the new company to the
old is now under consideration.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONTRACT-
ORS AND GOVERNMENT PRO-

PERTY.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (for Mr. Price}
asked the Minister for Railways:
1, Is it & fact that from swo

to two end ahslf miles of rails-
and fastenings were granted to Vincent
Bros., contractors for Boyup-Kojonup.
line, for use on their private line? 2,
Was any charge made for the use of such
rails and fastenings ? 3, How long have
Vincent Bros. had the benefit of such:
State property ?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.
3, A fortnight ago the Exccutive Engineer
under the contvact discovered that 397
peirs of rails and equivalent festenings,
equal to two and & quarter miles, belonging
to the Government, were in use by the con-
tractors at their saw mill at Benjinup—
about 7 miles from Boyup on the main
line between Donnybrook and Boyup.
On ascertaining the facts, the Executive
Engineer wrote to the contractdrs on the
27th ult., requesting them to return the
rails within a fortnight. The contractors
made no request for tho temporary use
of these rails, and had no right whatever
to divert them to any purpdse outside
of the contract. They have had the use
of the material for about fowr months,
and the question of further action is
under considerotion. -

ELECITION RETURN—KIMBERLEY.
The Acting Clerk announced the re-
turn to a writ issued for the election of
a member jor Kimberley, showing that
Mr. Arthur Male had been duly elected.
Mr. Male took the oath and subscribed
the Roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Report of Sup-
erintendent of Public Charities for 1911 ;
2, Report of Chief Inspector of Fisheries,
1910.

By the Minister for Mines: 1, Amend-

ments of regulations under the Audit Aet, -

1904; 2, Orders-in~Couneil under Section
35 of the Andit Aect, 1904,

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Criminal Code Amendment (intro-
duced by the Minister for Justice).

2, Industrial Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Act, 1902, Amendment (in-
troduced by Minister for Justice).

3, Loeal Courts Act 1904 Amend-
ment (introduced by Minister for Justice).
+ 4, Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Public Works (introduced by the
Minister for Works).

ADDRESS-IN.REPLY.
Pourth day.

Debate resumed from previons day.

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam): Will you
permit me Mr. Speaker to offer you my
congratuletions on your appointment to
the high position you now hold. Iam very
pleased also that my friend, the mem-
ber for Murchison, has been appointed
Chairman of Committess. Whilst I can
in all sincerity offer my congratulations
to the Ministry’ on having obtained
office, I cannot, and I am sure they will
not expect me to, congratulate the
country on the change that has been
brought about. We must realise, how-
ever, that the verdist pronounced by
the people has been very definite.
There is no doubt that the electars
have given their favours to the party
at prescnt in power with no meagre
hand. We have no quarrel wiih them
on that score, we are here as an Opposi-
tion, and as such we intend to do our
duty. Notwithstanding our small nom.
bers we have a duty to this great ¢country

of ours. It is the duty of the Oppositir n
to criticise the measures that are
brought forward, and it is equally

their duty to help in the government
of the country. So far as I am con-
cerned, and T think I speak for all the
members on this side of the House, I
say that we are willing to lend a hand
in that national work. The Governor’s
Speech is, of course, one of very little
interest. I know that Ministers have
had & very short time in which to form
& policy, but I am indeed surprised
to find so little life in the Speech.
‘Western Australia has a great future,
and the Governor’s.Speech might well
have indicated, in some measure at any
rate, what are the intentions of the
Government party.

The Premier: Perhaps you would
like it put in a phonograph.

Mr. MITCHELL : Perhaps it would
be well if the Premier would get a
phonograph. 1 have assisted in the
government of this country for the
last five.and-a-halfi years and can
speak with some aunthority as to what
has happened. 8ix years ago this coun
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try was in a depressed state, but during
the last six years that depression has disap-
peared and we have enjoyed a prosperity
recently such as has never befors been ex-
perienced in the history of the State.
I hope that prosperity will eontinue,
but I fear that the country will suffer
& setback for some time at least. Party
politics, demand I suppose, that new
members should spend some time in
denouncing their opponents ; this is to
be deplored, and it is particularly un-
fortunate that new members do not
come to the House chokeful of en-
thusiasm for work. My friend and
former colleague, Mr. Gregory, has come
in for a great deal of criticism. He is
not here to answer for himself, and 1
unfortumately am not the expert in
mining that some of my iriends opposite
are, but T do say that Mr. Cregory did
magnificent work, and if the present
Minister for Mines does as well his fame
wiil go down to posterity. I hope that
he will do as well, although I know that
lhe has not the same copportunity, be-
cause mining is not in the same position
as it was. The position throughout
the State is in my opinion, a serious one.
Two months ago the country was buoyant;
and hopeful, the people had faith in
the future, and there were great works
in hand. To-day the position is serious,
but this is no time to be despondent ;
rather is it time for all to help to the
fullest possible extent, and the best in
every member will be required if the
prosperity which we now enjoy is to
be continued. The Ministry took office
at an exceptionally prosperous time,
if one excepts the depression that
exists in our back country where the
crops are in sormne measure a failure.
In every other divection there is pros.
perity  throughout the land. Cold
mining is locking up, the timber industry
is brisk and prosperous. there is enter-
prise everywhere, and one can hardly
turn a street corner in Perth without
running up against a pile of bricks.
Agriculture, too, is most satisfactory,
and the South-west never looked so
well. I realise that there will be some
falling off in revenue, because of the

bad seagon, but notwithstanding that,
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I claim that the country was never
more prosperous then it was six weeks
ago. Despite the present trouble there
is no need to be alarmed about the future
of our wheat lands. In the Governor's
Speech the bad season is mentioned. T
think that is a pity, because if Ministers
had had time to inquire they would
have heard from their officers that where
the cropping was done under proper
conditions, the harvest is all right.

The Minister for Mines: That does
not alter the fact that it is a bad season.

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes, it is a bad
season, but the cropping in the districts
affectedd is done in a most primi-
tive fashion. The seed is simply har-
rowed in, and I suppose nowhere else
in the world is the farming done in such
a careless fashion as in that part. In
the Northemn district, where the crops
have been successful, we have had this
year little more than the average rainfall
of Nangeenan, but there is no doubt
that if the cropping in the Northam
district had been done in the same careless
fashion as in the districts further east,
the crops would have hesn not nearly
s0 satisfactory. I mention this because
some doubt has been raised as to the
wisdom of settling these magnificent
atretches of country to the eastward.
We have had a State Farm at Nangeenan
for a number of years, and from the
settlers there, too, we are able to know
something of the possibilities of that
district. With the past we have nothing
to do, but fortunately the future is all
ours. We are developing a great coun-
try, and it is & task which we can be
cheeriul ahout. We have a magni-
ficent area for wheat and stock, and
iruit, and I suppose the member for
Bunbury will say for timber also; and
in addition, we all know that the gold
mining industry has produced more
than a hundred million pounds worth
of gold. There is no need to be de-
pressed about the future of such a
country as this, but the speeches have
been all too depressing, and not the
least depressing of them was that made
by my friend the member for Bunbury.
The giants who came from that district
in the past, giants in their political out-
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look as well as physically—I spesk of
8ir John Forrest and Sir Newton
Moore—were men who enlivened this
country. They did not endeavour to
iead the people with lemden feet and
depressed minds ; they were opthnists
and they did great good for this country.
My f{riend from DBunbury says that T
am & dreamer of dreams. I plead
guilty to having dreamed of greatness
for Western Australia ; I have dreamed
dreams that have meant much to the
people of this State. I can see that
we have a great country, and one with
ample room to provide full opportunity
for every individual in it. I desired by
oy legislation to bring opportunity to
all, and I defy any member of this
Chamber, no matter whether he is in
accord with my work or opposed to it,
to say that other has been the case. I
have worked for the people since I
have been in Parliament, and I did not
deserve the remarks that came from
the member for Bunbury, & man al-
together inexperienced so far as Western
Australia is concerned. He may know
Bunbury, but he does not know Western
Australia a5 I do. I can afford to be
optimistic because I know. It was
said by my friend that he was pleased
that the optimist had left the Lands
Department, and that he approved of
the present Minisetr for Lands—ap-
proved of him, I suppose, because he
regards him as a pessimist. A pessimist
has been said by a wise man to be one
who, having the choice of two evils,
selects both. The Minister for Lands
had the choice of two evils, and he
selected both. By his instructions to
rmaake speculation impossible, he has
depressed the general selector. If it be
good to be a pessimist, I do not wonder
that the membher for Bunbury does not
admire my ways, but I hope that in
future he will take example from those
gentlemen who vepresented Bunbury
before his time. We listencd yesterday
to the explanation by the Minister for
Lands of his instructions—I think he
called them instructions and not regu-

lations—with regard to the land question.

I venture to say that explanation cannot
be regarded as satisfactory, and did not
justify his action. The Minister has
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given as his reasons for issuing these
instructions his desire to deal with the
speculator, and his desire to see that
the conditions of improvement and
residence are enforced. I am entirely
in accord with him when he attempts
to deal with the speculator and when
he atterupts to have the conditions of
improvement enforced ; but are not the
real reasons to be found even in the
speeches delivered before the elections
where it was said that I filled up the
Land Office with speculators ¢ Some-
thing had to be done to justify the
statements that were made througheut
the State and particularly in my district.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Who made them ?

Mr. MITCHELL : The Minister for
Lands made them, You know full
well he made them, and I daresay you
repeated them.

Mr., O’Loghlen: Prove it.

Mr. MITCHELL: Will the Minister
for Lands deny it ?

Mr. O’Loghlen: You produce one,

Mr. MITCHELL: A speculator ¥ I
cannot. Is there not also a desire to
retard settlement until the new and
laws are decided upon ? We have the
party’s platform formulated by congress,
and it suggests itself to my mind that it
is possible congress must be consulted
before a definite change is made. I
approve of waiting if to wait means to
rescind some of these clauses in the
labour platform, such as non-alienation
and nationalisation of land ; it is well
to wait if to wait means we shall have
the land laws more nearly approaching
those now in existénce. While I helieve
the last mentioned resson is the one
which has actuated the giving of these
instructions, I am bound to coniess the
Minister has power to make regulations
under the Land Act. The Minister camo
here and read to us evidence given before
the land board by certain would-be
selectors. I saw the Minister afterwards
and he told me he read this evidence to
show just what men have to pass through
before securing a selection, and that he
did not wish to infer that these menm
had endeavoured to sell their blocks
aiterwards. The Minister mentioned no
names, but it might well have heen
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inferred from his remarks that the men
who had on oath given this evidence
had gone out and endeavoured to sell
some of their land.

The Minister for Lands: Why make
the inference mow when you Inow
exactly what I meant ?

Mr. MITCHELL: You told me it
was not so.

The Minister for Lands: Then there
is no need to make the inference.

Mr. MITCHELL: 7Your speech has
gone to the public and I have no intention
of letting it convey the idea.

The Minister for Lands:
did not convey the idea ;
the insinuation ?

Mr. MITCHELL: I make no in-
sinuation, I simply wish the public to
know what your idea was.

The Minister for Lands: You are
simply repeating something ag an in-
ference you know is not correct.

My, MITCHELL: T know it, but I
mesn the public to know it also.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr. MITCHELL : Ceriainly. I mean
the public to know it, if the Press will be
good enough to publish these remarks.
If people give false evidence before the
land board why not prosecute ¥ They
give evidence on oath and if they give
false evidence they should be prosecuted
for perjury. The Minister also inferred
that T had permitted speculation in land.
He knows full well T refused to register
transfers until improvements had been
made. Of course I exercised the right,
as he very rightly says he intends to
exercise it, of permitting registration
where I thought it advisable. I have
with me a rent list which I had prepared
at great cost and trouble, setting out
the date from which
begin on each block. When I went to
the Lands Department I found this
information was not available to in-
spectors, and that they could only inapect
blocks they were instructed to inspect
after the necessary information had been
supplied to thom. Now the inspectors
have this rent list, end they can see
just what improvements should be
effected on every block open to inspection.

My speech
why make

improvements.

[ASSEMELY.]

Also this rent list is open tu vhe pubiiv,
and if & man lLas neglected to make his
improvements or ohserve the conditions,
this rent lst will disclose just what
ought to have heen done. ln fact this
rent list will do more to bring about
improvements than 100 inspectors. The
Minister has said an army of inspectors
would cost & great deal of money. He
knows also full well that I closed an
enormous area of land against fres
selection. Under free selection it is
possible for all and sundry to teke up
fland. 1Ii a person happens to be the
first applicant there can be no refusal
given ; but under the land board system
surely we escape the speculator ! What
other system is possible ? Here we
have a board composed of capable and
responsible men to take evidence on
oath, snd, having taken that evidence,
to decide between the epplicants. If
& apeculator can get in under this system
I ventwre to say the present Minister
will have to let him in ; because to shub
him out would be to close the land hoard
altogether and prevent settlement, 8ix
years ago conditions were totally different.
Until that time the only improvement
required in connection with a free
homestead farm before transfer could
be made was fixed at £50. Tt was that
when my friend was previously Minister
for Lands. True, it was only for a few
weeks that he was in office, but that
was the law, and it was left to Sir Newton
Moore to require improvement conditions
before allowing a transfer ; and he was
entirely right. The Act provides that
improvements shall be caleulated in two
yearly instalments. If the Minister will
say that the improvements for the
periad entered on should be completed
before the transfer is registered, he will
be doing all that is necessary for pro-
tecting the State. After all it is a
matter of development we have in
consideration ; we want the work done ;
and if the work iz done as required by
the Act, I think the Act means, if I
read it correctly, that the Minister must
register the transfer submitted to him.
There are a good many new members
in the House, and I may explain that
the Land Aet provides that land may Lo
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held under iree homestead farms con-
ditions under which the only payment
made is the survey fee, and the conditions
are certain improvements and residence.
I resalise & man must perform residence
before he can get his title. He certainly
must conform to the five years residence
before he is eligible for a title. But
s men gets his block simply onthe
undertaking to reside ; and if he does
not reside he should be dealt with as I
always dealt with him. TUnder Clause
55 & man is relieved, in return for residence,
of certain of the improvements he has
to do under Clause 856. Under these
two classes of tenure, homestead farms and
blocks under Clause 55, there is a personal
covenant, snd it i3 quite impossible
for the Minister to register & transfer
unless that personal covenant has been
observed, because residence -cannot be
periormed by & deputy. Under Clause
56 work only is required, but the selector
is required to do 50 per cent. more
improvements than under the residence
elause. I would like to point out the
amount of work that has been done
on the land sold. The Minister said that
reference to the Monthly Abstrect would
show that the total improvements made
on our land were saltogether dispro-
portionate¥to the requirements of the
Act. If the Minister would be good
enough to look up the figures I am sure
he will admit that the total improvements
made are more then are required unde
the Act. We have alienated altogether
7,200,000 acres of land, and we have in
process of salienation 11,800,000 acres.
Of this land 7,000,000 has been taken
up within the past six years end the
whole of the improvements on it are
not due. Taking the average, about
three.fiiths of the improvements only
would be due now. We have cleared
1,869,000 acres, according to the Abstract ;
we have improved by ring-barking,
pertial clearing, 3,400,000 acres; and
in addition to thaet, although it is not
shown here, we have fenced in a great
deal of conditional purchase land which
is in course of improvement and is being
used for grazing purposes. In February,
1805, there were 327,000 acres under
crop ; to-day there are 855,000 acres

"been done by selectors.
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under crop. Six years ago a little over
two million acres were improved ; in
February last 5,300,000 scres had been
improved. We have done nearly twice
28 much in the past six or seven ycars
as was done in all the years that went
before. Surely noe more could have
been expected ? The Minister has been
to the new areas beyond Northam, and
he will agree with me an enormous
amount of work, magnificent work, has
There are, of
course, some who ate not doing their
duty by the country, but these people
are not nearly as numerous as we are led
to suppose. The man who is not doing
his, duty;should have his land forfeited
as soon as possible. This rent lst T
have referred to will help our inspectors to
dig out these men. T hope the Minister
will forfeit holdings that are altogether
neglected, but I hope he will show
leniency to the men doing his best.
Meny of our selectors are fighting
against great difficulties, want of water,
and great distance from railway, and
such like ; they are family men and, of
course, have troubles that have to be
attended to. There are many disad-
vantages they have to face, and they
deserve the greatest possible consider-
ation from the Minister if they should
ask it at his hands. ,

Mr. Heitmann : There has never been
any complaint abount that class of settler.

Mr. MITCHELL: No. The man
complained about we cannot get hold
of ; we cannot hear the names of these
speculators. I have tried often to find
them but without success. There are no
less than 9,000 people who hold home-
stead farms. If each man held other
land, even it be only 1,000 acres, there
would be 11,843 holders. Certainly the
speculator has not large holdings. He
cannot have them when it is realised
there are 9,000 people holding free
homestead farms, and when most of these
people have conditional purchase land in
addition. I mention these things because
it is bad for the State that word should
go sbroad from the Minister that there
is speculation to the detriment of the
genuine selector.

Mr. Heitmann: So there is.
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Mr. MITCHELL: It is very easy to
assert. I believe there is speculation,
and I always desired to put it down, but
it is not on a very large scale. The
Minister said I had said in the House that
I did not guite kmow how to do it. T
know I could not do it without hurting
thousands of genuine settlers ; he is not
going to do it without hurting thousands
of genuine settlers.

Mr. Heitmann : That has to be seen.
I am having a ticket on the Minister.

Mr. MITCHELL : When yon remem-
ber that these improvemenis represent
more than six millions of money, you
will agree with me that the man on the
land has done his duty fairly well.
There has been & dearth of workers for
the last twelve months, and men have
not been able to carry out all the im-
provements they desired to make. I
should like to say that this question
of land development is a great one;
it has a great influence, and the regu-
lations affect not only the man on the
land but all people in this State, and
particularly the workers. When we
_remmember that six years ago we had
our timber and gold mining and other
industries flourishing, and we compare
the prosperity of to-day with that of six
years ago, and remember that it has
been brought about by land develop-
ment, we will see how important it is
thet the Minister should go carefully.
The had effect of haestily-made regu-
lations cannot be speedily removed.
If my friend were to withdraw his in-
structions to-morrow the effect of them
would not be got over for the next two
yoars. Al false celeulations must be
paid for by someone. In private con-
cerns we pay for them, and in public
life when & Minister makes a false caleu-
lation the public have to pay, not the
farmer, and the people who are putting
up the piles of buildings in St. George's
terrace, the much despised St. Cleorge’s
terrace, where there are hundreds of
workers employed, would they have
embarked on such enterprises if it had
not been for the policy of land de-
velopment introduced and carried out
by the late Government ?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for
Pingelly (Mr. Harper) must not clap his
hands. It is disorderly.

Mr. Harper : I apologise.

Mr. MITCHELL: The agriculturists
of Western Australia have provided far
all the rest; they have made work
possible in many directions, and they are
responsible for the prosperity and activity
in Perth to.day. They are also re-
sponsible for the addition of exira
storeys to buildings in Hay.street, and
the magnificent warehouses which are
going up in 8% George’s-terrace. I
believe there will be men ocut of work
in a very short time. That can very
speedily come about. Six weeks ago
there were no men out of work, although
the member for North Perth tried to
work up an unemployed scare. He
failed, however, because there were no
unemployed.

Mr. Heitmann: How do you account
for it ?

Mr. MITCHELL: It is easily undee-
stood by hon, members that it is only
a short step from prosperity to de-
pression, andl it is a very short step
from sufficiency of employment to a
shortage of work. If there are 50,000
workers, and 51,000 jobs, the workers
are independent men and they can
choose the work they care to do;
but if there are 50,000 men and 40,000
jobs, not one of 40,000 men is inde-
pendent, because there’ are 10,000 other
men who must work to live, and who are
willing to take the place of anyone
who gives “up his employment. Our
desire is to provide s sufficiency of em-
ployment.

Mr. Heitmann : Is that why you cus
up the Avondale estate ?

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes; I desired to
give the workmen a chance to make
homes for themselves. The Govern-
ment have a serious responsibility to
face, and if men arc thrown out of em-
ployment it will he because of their
land policy. 1f there is an unemployed
difficulty the people will know what has
caused it. There is one thing that
migit be done to save the situation, to
some extent, and that is to announce
definitely the intention of the C(overn-
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ment in regard to the land policy. It is
necessary that this should be done, and
I ask the Covernment to do it. I know
this country and I know what is required,
and I have no hesitation in saying that
wo shall strike a time of depression
unless the land policy of the Gevernment
is definitely announced. The financial
institutions and storekeepers have done
much to assist development. I said
six years ago that I could develop this
country with the aid of men without
monsy. I have lived in the country
districts for years and I know what the
storekeepers and friendly help have
done in the way of assisting the people
to make homes for themselves and to
bocome producers. We set about the
development of this country with the
aid of poor men. The financial institu-
tions came to our assistance as well as
the merchants and storekeepers. The
banks were induced to advance against
conditional purchase leases. They hesi-
tated to do this four or five years ago,
and they only did it then when they
induced someone to become guarantors.
The banks, however, saw that the im.
provements which were necessary were
carried out over the period that the
leases hed reached, and they knew that
if it became necessary there was the
power to transfer so long as the im-
provements had been meade. Without
the power to transfer the hanks were
abaolutely in the hands of the borrower,
but if this new ides is put into operation
that the holders must be residents, the
Jand immediately becomes forfeitable.
No matter what the Minister may say
about his intentions, I have no hesitation
in saying that he would not see a financial
ingtitution penalised. The banks cannot
view with the same favour that security
which, in the past, they saw in con-
ditional purchase leases. The Minister
has declared that when a maen resides
on his land he must have five years
improvements effected, and he must
have held the land two years hefore it
can be transferred. Under non-residence
conditions, he requires ten years’ work
to be done before it can be transferred.
Here, again, you see that the man with
money is protected. If & man has

t+l

enough money to effect five years’ im.
provements he can sell his land at the
end of two years, but the poor struggler
cannot transfer it until five years have
expired. So, too, with the man who
holds land wunder non-residence con-
ditions. The law of the State is good
enough for most of us, and as it stands
to-day it should be good enough for the
Minister. The banks and the stores -
are willing to help to develop the coun-
try, but they rightly ask for protection.
It is their duby to have that protection,
and they cannot be blamed if they call
up money, and if they refuse to advance
in the future as freely as they did in the
past. Bank managers are only human,
and when the opportunity offers to get
more for their money they naturally
take it. We have managed to get the
interest down to the lowest possible rate.
Money was available and the banks
offered to lend it at reasonable rates.
The difference between the past and the
future will be that the man on the land
will have to seck out the banks, and
the banks will lend with reluctance and
at a much higher rate of interest. Then,
again, the result of the decisions of the
Government will be far reaching, far
beyond the men who is now on the
land. It is true, as my friend says that
he will establish, if necessary, a State
Bank, but first let him Llberalise the
Agricultural Bank.

Mr. E. B. Johuston:

that. -
Mr. MITCHELL : The hon. member
does not know what he is talking about.
I declared during the recent election
eampaign that I would take the op-
portunity of passing a liberal measure
this session.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : You voted against
it twice.

Mr. MITCHELL : What does the hon.,
member mean by that? The hon.
member was nobt here, and he has no
right to diseuss that which he knows
nothing about. I have not vated against
the liberalisation of the Agricultural
Bank ; in fact, it was I whe made it as
liberal as it is to-day. It was the present
Premier who, when leader of the Op-
position, declared that the Agricultural

You opposed
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Bank hed fulfilled its functions and that
there was very little further use for it.
There is not & man in the State who
cannot but say that I am slone re-
spounsible for the present liberal state of
the Agricultural Bank. I have read
that the Minister for Lands is going to
establish a bank if the other banks do not
toe the line. Well, more power to him.
‘Is he going to start stores as well, and
is he going to consider s promissory note
ag & good security ? I think he will
find that & promissiory note is a very
indifferent security unless he has the
right to enforce payment. Many will
repudiate payment if they know they can
safely do so. My venturesome friend
who now controls the Lands Department
is willing to do these things. We heard
& lot about machinery for the farmers
before the elections ; we do not hear a
word about that now, and during this
debate not & word has been mentioned
on the subject. I hope that the Govern-
ment will see to it that the settlers do
not suffer by this hasty action of theirs.
When it comes to the matter of deferring
rents, the Minister said that the present
leader of the Opposition when Premier
had not announced that he would be
willing to defer the rents. I was with
him when he told a deputation that we
would defer the rents, and as a matter
of fact, the form the Minister referred to
wag” prepared during my term of office.
I did not propose to send that form to
every selector who had not paid his rent.
I proposed to send it to the FProgress
Associations throughout the State, where
men desired to have their rents extended.
The Minister says this form must be
endorsed by the land officer or a bank
inspector. If he waits for either of the
officials mentioned to endorse all the
forms that must be sent in, because these
people have no erop, the officers will have
nothing else to do for the next three or
four months but that work. We have
made it quite clear that we intended to
treat the farmers leniently, and I can
remember a farmer having said to me
on one occasion, “ We are voting for
your Government on this oceasion because
we have struck a bad season and we
know you will see us through.”

Mr. Heitmann : Some farmers have
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been waiting for years for the railway
facilities you promised them.

Mr. Swan: Some have been waiting
for years to give themfa bump.

Mr, MITCHELL: It is true they
have given us a bump. There is ng
reason why they should not, for the
liberal votera are absolutely free men.
They give no pledge, nor do they belong
to any union, and when we are elected it
is on a free vote. I venture to say that
unless our friends opposite mend their
ways long before the three years are over
the very men who have put them in will
be glad to have us back again. Before
I leave this land question I do ask that
the policy of the Goverminent be prepared
as soon as possible. It is essential that
it should he done. The Minister touched
upon the cost of living. At the elections
the cost of living was made a.vital
question. Before I left the Department
I asked that inquiry be made into the
question with a view to bringing down
cattle from the North. On the 17th
Qctober last & circular was sent oud
asking the squatters it they would be
shippers in the event of a steamer being
provided by the Glovernment to transport
cattle from Wyndhem during the cattle
season. That is all right and proper
Tt is & right thing to do, but that is all
that has been done. The latter part of
the second paragraph of this circular
should be interesting tc hon. members.
It reads—“ An effort, however, will
be made to fill what is represented to the
Government as being & long felt want,
but if in the meantime you can make
satisfactory arrangements for the market-
ing of your stock I would suggest that
vou do this, as we may find it impossible
to get a boat.” That ecircular, I am
afraid, will provide but cold comfort to
the people who want cheap meat.

Mr. Frank Wilson : During the election
they were going to purchase a boat.

Mr. MITCHELL : I believe that is so.
The cost of living is high, of course, but
are not wages higher than they were,
and can you have high wages and cheap
living ? Do the people of Western
Australia desirs it ? You cannot have
high wages and cheap living. For my
part I prefer the high wages. What is
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the object of unionism but to provide
high wages and, of course, other im-
proved conditions ? If there be any-
thing in unionism it is to give the people
who belong to the unions e chance. If
you have a bootmakers’ wunion and
wages in that trade go up, the people
have to pay more for the article. The
higher cost of living is to some extent
due to the higher wages that are being
peid. I do not mind that, for I prefer
to see the wages high. The member
for Perth said that when you come to fix
wages you should not have regard to
supply end demand. That is right
enough, but still it is a question of supply
and demsand, because a man must work
and must eat. I know that in the
Labour plaftorm, you have & right-to-
work clause, but I think that if you
altogether refuse to have any regard
to the law of supply end demand you
will find that you have t0 supply work
for many more -than you can possibly
pay.

Mr. Heitmann : Does supply and de-
mand govern the menufacture of super-
phosphates.

Mr. MITCHELL : Of course it does.

Mr. Heitmann: Yet the price in
Western Australia has gone up.

Mr. MITCHELL : Western Australia
is not the whole world in regard to
superphosphates. The price depends
npon many things.

Mr. Heitmann: It depends largely
upon the operations of the combine.

Mr. MITCHELL : T hope if the hon.
member and his party are satisfied on
that point they will bring in phosphates
from outside, and let us have it cheap.
However, this question of the cost of
living might well engage the attention
of the Government, but I do hope they
will tackle it wisely. During the cam-
paign the question of potatoes was worked
for all it was worth in my electorate,
and indeed I was nearly put out over a
potato, ‘The Minister says he is going
to keep out the disease, and continue the
restrictions. He is going to do as I did.
T suppose there is not & member oppo.ite
who did not make use of the potato ery
during the recent elections.

o L A A
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The Minister for Mines: The Minister
is going to vary your restrictions.
+«Mr. MITCHELL: If he gets the
disease in he will require to vary the
restrictions with a vengance. Surely
this is & thing worth some sacrifice.
The people who will be growing and
exporting potatoes as the result of all
this are those who, to-day, are working
for wages.

Mr. Heitmann : Those who will export
potatoes as you exported lambs.

Mr, MITCHELL : Neither the farmer
nor the farm workers would get much
consideration from the hon. member.
He would tax all that they produce if
they dared send it to the ship. Living
is cheaper in Eastern Australis because
they encourage the producer to increase
his output until he is exporting.

Mr. Heibmann: You exported one
shipment of lambs and imported two.

Mr. MITCHELL : We are importing
reject lambs from the Eastern States
all the time. There are far more lambs
aveilable in Western Australia to-day
than the market can take, and they
have been sold down to &s. The
Minister is determined to keep out the
potato disease, but unless he is careful
his announcement will be worth as much
a3 the DPremier’s ennouncement that
there will be no depression. Fe is going
to alter the boundary to include Tatan.
aning and shut out Kojonup ; but the
alteration of this boundary does not
mean mauch, because the boundary was
set there against supposed clean potatoes
from the Kast. We are to get them
from the East with a certificate that
they were grown 30 miles from the
nearest infected area, The alteration
of this boundary will mean the lifting
of the quarantine existing around Perth
to-day. The Perth potatoes, and Perth
is not a clean area, will be allowed to go
along the Great Southern o Katanning,
and uniess the greatest possible care is
exercised these potatoes will find their
way to Albany, There is the utmost
danger in this proposal, #nd I hope the
Minister will pause before he puts it
into effect. It is truly marvellous the
way we have kept out disease for so
long. When you remember that one
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diseased potato teken into the Albany
district would probably cause the whole
of the district to be infected you will see
how urgent it is that not the slightest
risk should be run. I ask the Minister
to pause before making this regulation,
for it may have a disastrous effect. The
reilway trucks carrying potatoes to
Katanning may easily carry a few loose
tubers along the rest of the journey to
Albany, and the chances are very great
that these odd potatoes would find their
way into the fields as seed. Youn cannot
persuade people that they do not know
all about Irish blight. As a matter of
fact there is only one men in the State
who really does know, that is the patho-
logist of the department, Dr. Stoward.

The Minister for Railways: The
Minister is working under Dr. Stoward’s
advice.

Mr. MI'TCHELL : I do not care if he is.
He is not supposed to take Dr. Stoward’s
advice in such a matter. We have got
to remember that Dr. Stoward iz a
pathologist and a professional man, and
to decide whether the disease exists
and advise a#s to a boundary line are
two entirely different things. It is
& mere matter of common sense as to
where this boundery line should be ;
st any rate, I warn the Minister that he
is running & great risk in this proposed
alteration. When I was in the Eastern
States, Dr. McAlpine, the pathologist in
Vietoria, said to me at the conference that
this potato disease would be recorded
throughout Victoria in s few days.
At that time it was confined to a sma ]l
area, but within a few weeks it was dise
covered in all parts of the State because
seed from the infected districts had
been sown. Then again, I understand
that the Minister is going to do awsay
with the peeling of potatoes, and instead,
dip them in a 10 per cent. solution of
sulphuric acid, but it will be & very
serious  thing if somebody makes a
mistake and uses 50 per cent. of the acid.
This discovery was made by Dr.
Stoward while I was in office, and though
1 tested some of the potatoes which had
heen dipped, I was careful to see that
Dr. Stoward tasted them first, and if
the Minister is going to use this solution
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I hope that he will taste them before
asking me to do so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): You are not trying to frighten
the people, are you ?

My, MITCHELL: No I am not,
but I am saying that care must be
taken, and I believe that the dipping
should be carried out under the super-
vision of & responsible departmental
officer. At any rate, I am afraid the
public will not sppreciate the potatoes
when they know that they have been
dipped in sulphurie acid.

The Minister for Mines : You are aware
that Dr. Stoward recommended that
the potatoes would be perfectly safe t

Mr. MITCHELL : Yes, I know that.
The discovery was made during my
time, soc I am well aware of all that
has been done. Dr. Stoward told me
that if the solution was made too
strong there would be danger, and T am
merely asking the Minister to be careful
to see that not more than 10 per cent.
of sulphuric acid is used.

The Minister for Mines : Surely advice
of that kind is entirely unnecessary.

Mr. MITCHELL : After hearing the
Minister’s remarks I think the advice is
necessary. The Minister also said that
he would prevent a corner in potatoes.
We imported potatoes and distributed
them after peeling in order to prevent a
corner. Locally grown potatoes will
be cheap in & few days, and I wonder if
the Minister will cleim credit for this.
It should be remembered that they
would not be grown locally if the people
had not known that I intended to
continue the restrictions, and so gave
them confidence in their planting. I
see that Geraldton, too, is to have
diseased potatoes from the East, but
if the price is at all reasonable why not
let them have good wholesome West
Australian potatoes * At any rate, I
hope the Minister will think twice before
allowing imported potatoes into Gerald-
ton, or that he will at least inquire as to
the quantity of locel potatoes likely to
be available. A very large area is under
crop within the State at the present
time, and the crop is magnificent. I
have just visited some of the potato
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*
areas in the South-west, and the people
are going to get very big returns from
their plantings. If these imported po-
tatoes go to Northampton the potato
industry in the north will be jeopardised.
Geraldton should be proterted, and if
the people in the north are to have the
Eastern potatoes, the Minister should
have them dipped in this solution that
is proposed to bec used so that they will
be free of discase. 1 should like to say
& word or two with regard to the freezing
works which were mentioned yesterday.
The Minister for Lands stated that
files had been built up and that he
objects to the building ap of files, but

it was by the use of files that we built

up this country, and it was by means
of files that we have carried this idea
of freezing works to such a stage that all
that is now necessary is to sign cheques
for the works. Bunbary is a port
which has a big ¢country at the back of it,
and it too will require its freezing works.
The Frait Cormmissioner, Mr. Moody, will

tgll you that Western Australia has a-

great future as a fruit-producing country,
and that the country which has Bunbury
a3 its port will be a very large exporter
of fruit and lambs. We must, therefore,
have freezing works there, and at Gerald.
ton and other places. We must establish
abattoirs in different partsof the country
_if we are to have cheap meat.

The Miaister for Mines: Then why
have you not done that ?

Mr. MITCHELL : I endeavoured to
do so but I was opposed by the member
for Guildiord, the member for Swan,
and others.

The Minister for Mines:
your majority.

Mr. MITCHELL : It was a very bare
majority, and whilst there were some on
the Opposition side who supported me,
members know the trouble we had to
persunde Cabinet and Parliament to
agree to the work. However, the future
belongs to my friend the Minister for
Lands. The present Government have
the report of Br. McCann, and that
report should satisfy the member for
North Fremantle, who, I hope, will
see that these works arve built. We can
cheapen meat only by providing facil-

You had
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ities in order that the smallest grower
may have an opportunity of competing.
We have established sale yards at North
Fremantle, where stock is sold every
week, and if we had abattoirs and freezing
warks there the smallest men could buy,
and enter into the trade of supplving the
consumers in the metropolitan area.
I have & few remarks to make in regard
to the recent elections. My friend who
represents Perth stated that the people
had sent the Labour party into power
because of the Redistribution of Seats
Bill and the inorease of Ministerial
salaries. I would be pleased if I couid
think with him, because they had a poor
excuse indeed for turning us out if theose
were their only reasons. The Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill was a bogie trotted
throughout the country. I do not know
what the Ministry intend to do, but up till
now we we have had representation of
various industries—representation of ag-
riculture, of gold mining, of timber, and
of pastoralism. The boundary lines of
Sussex have been criticised, but if
honourable members will meke the
jarrah forests all grow in one square
block, we can alter the design of that
constituency. As far as the increase of
Ministerial salaries is concerned, it is
strange that no objection was raised
when the matter was before the House.
We know the Federal Ministers draw
their payment as members in addition to
their Ministerial salaries. For my own
part, I showed that I did not want the
salary by working for three years without
any payment, but I do not think Minis-
ters will find £1,300 a year too much
after they have met all the demands that
are made upon them. However, they
have decided to reduce their salaries and
I do not suppose that anyone on this
side will vote against them. The elec-
tions were fought on different issues
altogether ; they were fought by can-
vassers who misrepresented the situation.
I had it from a friend of mine that the
member for Perth during the campaign
stood on the kerbstone and stated that
the member for Northam was meking a
fortune out of potatoes. BSomebody

interjected “He has only two acres,’
to which Mr. Dwyer answered—*' Well,
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does he not get 20 tons per acre, and
are not potatoes worth £30 per ton ?
I8 that not & fortune ?

Mr. George: How many acres had
you ?

Mr. MITCHELL: I had two acres
but I did not get 20 tons to the acre,
It was also stated in the Northam
electorate that I owned the machine
called the Mitchell harvester.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is nothing to
what you stated.

Mr. MITCHELL : Yes it is, because
I siated just the truth and this was the
very opposite.

Mr. O’'Loghlen : 8peaking down south
you accused the Minister for Lands of
incapacity and dishonesty.

Mr. MITCHELL : No, I did not, that
is not the truth.

Mr. O'Loghlen : You did say that.

Mr. MITCHELL: I said nothing of
the kind.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You said he was
dishonest in the exposition of his policy.

Mr. MITCHELL: I did aot, but I
said the explanation of the platform was
not honestly given.

The Minister for Lands : You accused
hon. members on this side of trying to
rob the people of their farms.

Mr. MITCHELL :
the truth, and stated that hon. members
had signed an undertaking to nationalise
all land, and that they could not national-
ise the land unless they robbed the present
holders. I asked time and again that
the intentions of the Labour party
in regard to the nationalisation of the
land should be put clearly before the
people. 1 took the written platiorm
framed by Congress and read it to the
people throughout the State.

Mr. Bolton: And you have been
dubbed “ truthful Jimmy > ever since,

Mr. MITCHELL : Is the hon. member
in order in making that statement ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member is
not in order.

Mr. Bolton : Not in repeating a state-
ment that has been made ?

Mr. SPEAKER : I understand that the
hon. member did not make the staternent
himself, but that he repeated something

I told the people °

[ASSEMBLY.]

which had been said. Therefore helis
in order.

Mr. Bolton: I said the hon. member
had been dubbed *‘ truthful Jimmy.”

Mr. MITCHELL: And with perfect
truth, and I am sorry I cannot return
the compliment. I hope that the next
Governor’'s Speech will be a more
cheerful one. I stated that the Ministry
had had no time to frame a policy but
I hope that we shall meet fairly early
next year, and that many public works
will be menticned in the Speech. I want
the line from Wongan Hills to Mullewa
as soon as possible, and I think that
all the railways we have undertaken

. should be built at an early date.

The Minister for Mines: How many
did you advence during the last nine
months ? They are at the same stage
as when we passed the Bills,

Mr. MITCHELL: I think the hon.
member is mistaken. I do not know
what was done by the Works Depart-
ment, but I believe that the survey parties
have been out all the time. At any
rate the Government can make amends
by pushing forward the construction
of these lines.

The Minister for Justice: Will you
support a railway to Esperance ?

Mr. MITCHELL : No, I will not, but
I will support a railway to Nornalup
Inlet, which would be & hundred times
better for the State than a railway to
Esperance, because it would serve mag-
nificent lend and magnificent timber.
There we can have our dairy farms. I
hope the 150 dairy ferms I proposed
to establish will be gone on with.

The Minister for Mines : Tt only struck
you & couple of weeks before the election.

Mr. MITCHELL : It is hetter for an
idea to strike one & day before the
election than never. The idea would
never heve struck the hon. member.
In addition to the development works
and herbour works I hope irrigation
will be pushed on with, particularly at
Harvey, where there is a magnificent
citrus country. Then ¢he Bunhbury
Water Scheme, with irrigation all
along between Collie and Bunbury,
should be Jooked into. I hope Ministers
will go inte these works. We do not
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expect it to have been done up to now ;
but before the House meets again 1 hope
Ministers will tell us what they intend
to do. 1t is true, as the Minister for
Leands says, they may do it first and tell
us afterwards ; but that is not the right
course ; Parliamentary practice requires
that Ministers should tell us first. The
matter of water supply is being attended
to actively in the agricultural districis
by the energetic Minister for Lands. but
he forgets sthat 1 cerried most of the
scheme he is underteking up to a certain
point, a point that helps him to go on
with the work. Why not be generous ?
Ministers have teken credit for many
%orks. Muany of the works were well
under way before we left office. T
had 24 road clesrers and water supply
carters out when I left office, and two
years ago I established a system of
sinking dams and wells and clearing
roads for outback settlers.

The Minister for Mines: How maeany
storage tenks did you put on the
Dowerin-Merredin railway 1

Mr. MITCHELL : 1 ordered them to
be put in ; it was entirely my ides, and
if eredit is due to anyone ecredit should
be given for setting the work going.
The CGoomalling water scheme should
be actively pushed on. Goomalling is
a rising township end there is a tre-
mendous settlement between there and
Northeam. The people are in & bad way
for water, as unfortunately many of
their wells are going salt. The Minister
has inquired into this work, snd 1 hope
he will push on with it as soon sas
possible because it is urgently needed.
T hope Ministers will remember it is not
only the actual work of administration
that counts, it is the infuence of
Covernment that counts. The work of
a QGovernment is an casy matter
because they have competent officers,
but the influence of a CGovernment is
quite ancther matter. I urge Ministers
in this connection to consider well
before altering the policy that has meant
s0 much to Western Austrelin. At any
rate, theirs is the responsibility. 1 am
quite ready to sadmit they will not
readily take responsibility without ser-
jous thought ; but after six years of
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experience in the House, and after a life
devoted to business, I am probably
justified in expressing some opinion
about the work of the Government.
It is the influence of Govermmens
that counts. This great country needs
men and money. It ¢an get men and
money ; it is for Ministers to do the
work. . Unless the work of development
in the outback country is actively
pushed on, the building now going on
in Perth will stop, There is no need
to be afraid of the future. There is a
gloricus outlook in every direction.
There are immense possibilities, which
only need skilful and bold handling ;
and if the Ministry will be brave T am ~
sure thers ere enough men on their
side of the House to endorse them,
end I am sure all will be well in this
State of ours.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Holman)
took the Chair.}

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON {Williams-
Narrogin) : I rise to support the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply with that natural
feeling of diffidence and timidity that a
new member may possibly be expected
to disclose on an occasion of this kind.
In the first place I wish to join in the
chorus of congratulations Mr. Speaker
has received on his elevation to the
honourable position he now ocoupies.
I regret, with the members of the Govern-
ment that our eastern agricultural dis-
tricts are suffering from the dry season
which we have experienced, and I
applaud the Government for their action
in publicly announcing that they intend
to give an extension of rents in those
cases which are worthy, instead of giving
extensions in a hole and corner manner
as has been the practice in the past.
The present season shows us that more
water supplies are required, and that
when we have good seasons it is the
duty of the Government to enlarge the
existing watber supplies, particularly in
the dry districts, and those districts
to the east of the Great Southern Rail-
way. 1 am perfectly confident the
Government will enlarge and make
more permanent our water supplies in
these dry districts. Tt is pleasing to
note from His Excellency’s Speech that
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the Government have every confidence
in the mining industry. As a Western
Australian born, as one who was here in
the early days, 1 can appreciate to the
fullest extent the great difference the
discovery of gold made in this country
to the prospects and future of us all.
The people on the goldfields look to the
Minister for Mines to do a great deal
more to help bona fide prospectors than
was ever done in the past. It has been
my fortune lately to spend some I8
months on the goldfields, and I can say
throughout the goldfields the feeling
existed that absentes companies, con-
-¢cossion companies and shepherders of
leases . got an amount of consideration
from. the late Minister for Mines they
were- not entitled to receive. Of course
the Perth Press spoke in sulogistic terms
of Mr. Gregory’s administration of the
Mines Departiment ; but when we re-
member that not one goldfields district
has returned a Liberal candidate, end
that the Liberal party could not get
candidates on the geldfields, we can see
what the people of the goldfields, who
are surely entitled to judge, thought of
the past Government’s administration
of the Mining Act in mining districts.
Another significant fact to which I
would like to make reference is that,
although the late Minister for Mines had
time to go to my electorate and address
some small meetings and tell them why
the farmers should not return me, he
did not dare to go to one of the principal
mining centres of the State where his
administration was known and understood
to tell the people of the goldfields what
he had done for the mining industry.
It is a good thing for him he did not. It
is  pleasing also to note from the
Governor's Speech that the lodes in the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder Mines are im-
proving st depth. As a representative
of an agricultural district T am always
prepared to help to give s legitimate
measure of assistance to the mining
indusgtry that has been such a great
agset to this State. Teople in the agri-
cultural districts recognise that our
great goldfields markets, our local mar-
kets, are the best they have. T look
to the Minister for Mines 6o stimulate

[ASSEMBLY.]

the mining industry by letting prospec-
tors get possession of those leases that
have been withheld from them in the
past, and also by giving cheaper water
to the low-grade mines. 1t is pleasing
to learn that several new agricultural
railways are to be built by the present
progressive Government. I cannot help
referring to the promise the Premier
was good enough to make at Narrogir
that the Kulin loopline would be author-
ised this session and built as soon as
possible. It may not be known to all
members of the House that the Narrogin.
RKulin loopline was recommended for
special priority of construction by the
Railway Advisory Board just about a_
year ago. Since the date of that recom-
mendation the late Government intro-
duced 11 agricultural railways, and
these railways were authorised, bué they
did not introduce any Bill for the con-
struction of the Narrogin-Kulin loopline
though it was recommended for special
priority by their own officers. On the
other hand they shelved the report of
the Railway Advisory Board. It was a
disgraceful action, and one that recoiled
on them with vengance at the recent
elections. I am sorry the leader of the
Opposition is not here to give some
explanation as to why that important
railway, that would have served hun-
dreds of settlers, was shelved in that
manner. I am sorry he is not here to
tell us whether political influence was
at work to take it away from those
settlers and give it to a different locality
altogether. However, I do not suppose
we will ever know the reason now, but
the people should know why the railway .
was shelved when others were authorigsed.
That railway will serve the Dorakin
aren. Three years ago Sir Newton Moore
promised the settlers on the Dorakin
area & railway. They have never had it
although the price of their land was in-
creasad to pay for the railway they did
not get. I hope the Government, when
they build the line, will take it right
through to Wulin and not delay it at any
point short of that locality. The people
at Kulin have always been promised the
railway. Most of the country is settled
right through in 1,000 acre blocks
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and the building of the railway means
the difference between success and
failure to & lot of men who are slready
on their holdings. 1 would like this
line built with some of the expedition
that was used in building the Bullfinch
railway. Although that line is a failure
it at any rate gives us the opportunity
of seeing how railways could be built
when urgently required. I would like
to see the same expedition uwsed in
building & line to Kulin as was used
to  enable stock-jobbers and market-
riggers to make so much out of the
Bullfinch gold mine. Tt is pleasing to
note the Government intend to establish
& Parliament Convnittee for Public
Works. 1 hope to have the honour of
bringing before thet committee several
important proposals. The first I hope
to be permitted to draw their attention
to iz the strong case that can be made
out for the immediate construction of
the Narrogin-Armadele trunk railwey,
a3 that line is required to open up e great
district and to bring the whole of the
Great Southern districts, Katanning,
Wagin and Narrogin, and all the eastern
country, 57 miles closer to Fremantle,
the port of export. I look to the co-
operation of the metropolitan and other
members in this matter. The distance
from Narrogin to Fremantle via York
and Perth on the present route, is 174
miles, whereas tiv Armadale it would
he 117 miles. What does that mean to
everyone travelling to the Great South-
ern district and to Albany ? A saving of 57
miles on the present journey. | earnestly
hope before the labours of this Perlia-
ment arc completed that line, at least,
will be authorised and on the statute-

ook. 1 may point out that the
Narrogin-Armadale railway has been
reconnmended by the agricultural ad-

visory board. Another proposal T hope
to bring forwinrd is thet of a railway from
Williams to Quindanning and Marre-
dong. There is an old settled district
there of 50 or 60 years standing, and
there is o big population. and they have
never been considered at all by Liberal
Covernments in the past in regerd to
When lock at
old settlements in Western

roilway  facilitios.

the other

we
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Australia we see that the fertile valleys
of the Swan, the Blackwood, the Avon
and other rivers have been opened up
by railways, and T look forwerd to the
time when the fertile valley of the
Williems River will be similarly opened
up by the Labour Government. True
it is that there are some big empty
estates in that district held up, such as
Boranning and Jennamartin, and I
understand that when railway meesurcs
are passed the Clovernment are given
power to resume these big fertile
properties. Though this power has ex-
isted in the past it has never been
exercised by Liberal Governments, and.
T hops when the railway proposal to
serve Quindanning and Marradong is.
brought forward the Government of-the
day will not hesitate to resume some of’
that unimproved land and give the
owners its value in full, and settle
vpon it many people who will be
only too glad to teke it up. I hape
the Minister for Lands will send
down the Advisory Board to report on
that propoesal, and that we may be able
to have its report before the Parliement-.
ary Standing Committee when the oppor-
tunity offers. The Wagin.Darkan rail-
way is also one that 1 hope to sce
started and 1 trust it will be taken
down South of Darkan to serve the
settlers towards Moodiarrup. With re-
gard to the Wickepin-Merridin line,
that was authorised in January last,
I amm sorry the late Covernment did
not sec their way clear tw make a
start with the work. 1 thought it was
amusing to hear the member for Sussex
talking about the delay in the construe-
tion of that line, when he anthorised it
and did nothing up to the time of the
elections. Now he turns around end
criticises the Labowr Covernment be-
cause they have not made a start with
it in less than a month. Why did he
not make a start with it ? At eny rate,
1 would urge the Ciovernment to buitd
that railway ruickly. -1t is a very
important proposal because it is going
to give direet communication between

the whole of the® Great Southern
districts and the goldfields markets.

I was sorry to hear the remark that fell
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from the member for Moore when he de-
clared that the late Government had
treated his constituenay as an alien
district. I would like to assure the hon.
member that we have a Government
now that will not treat any part of
Western Australia as an alien district.
I would like to say also that there is
another pari of Western Australia which
has been treated as an alien distriet
by the Government that has lately been
given its deserts by the people of the
State. The late Government neglected
and tradnced a fertile part of Western
Australia and T need hardly say to the
goldfields members that I refer to the
district of Esperance. I hope the new
Government will remember what the
late Government did not know, that
the Esperance-Norsemen district is part
of Western Australia and is entitled
to the same consideration as other parts
of the State, and I hope the new Gov-
ernment will set to work and let the
settlers in that district have the same
agsistance from the Agricultural Bank
and the same facilities which are given to
settlers elsewhere. That is all they ask
for, and I claim that the people living
there are entitled to it. I do mnot con-
gratulate the late Premier on the way
in whiech, to retain office, he tried at
the recent elections to stic up the dead
cry of coast versus goldfields. The
Esperance railway was the bogey he
talked abont in the coastal districts,
and he tried to frighten the people of
the coast into voting for his candidates,
but the people everywhere recognised
that they had & common enemy in the
late Government and they refused to be
bamboozled by that ery. Living a8s 1
did on the goldficlds for some time, I
was pleased to find that cvery second
man had an interest in a block of land
in the agricultural districts, and the
people on the goldfields freely recog-
nised that the wultimate permanent
prosperity of Western Australia depend-
ed upon its agricultural industry, and
the representatives from the goldfields
heartily believe that too. The gold-

fields people and the goldfields membecs
alike have the common desire to see the
agricultural districts in Western Aus-
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tralia opened up and settled, and
we all know that many of our best
settlers in the agricultural areas have
come from the goldfields districts, I
say, let us open up all parts of the
country, the Great Southern district,
our fertile lands in the South-West, and
let us also open up the Southern mallee
farming lands between Esperance and
Norseman. In that district. we were
told by a majority report of the Agri-
cultural Advisory Board that there are
& million and & quarter acres of first
class wheat land available for settiement,
and it is gratifying to know that this
year, when there are so many water diffi-
culties in other parts of the State, every
dam in that district is full, and accord-
ing to the hon. member for Kalgoorlie
the settlers there are cutting two
tons of hay to the acre. I hope
that the Government will introduce a
Bill this session to open up that agri-
cultural land, and that the Bill will
provide for the construction of a line
from Esperance 60 miles northwards.
Amongst the reasons for feeling thank-
fal that the people returned the Labour
Government the one that strikes one
most is that the people recognised that
they hed a common interest right
throughout Western Australia. The
member for Sussex tried to stir up
parochialism and prejudice to get sup-
port at the recent elections, but 1 am
pleased to say thai he failed miserably
in his effort. It is dangerous to have
a leader of public thought in Western
Australia trying to set two great sections
of the community against each other,
and the people showed they were not
prepared to listen to that cry which he
urged so persistently. T was never
alarmed by the thought that we would
have a goldfelds Ministry. and as a
matier of fact to-day we have morc
Labour members from the coastal dis-
tricts than from the goldfields districts,
and all those members have elected
Ministers who, they feel confident, will
be fair and just to every part of Western
Australia and every section of the

community. I am particularly glad to
know that the Government mean to intro-
duce a Bill for the provision of homes
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for the pecple, and I hope the effects of
that Bill will not be confined merely
to the centres of large population, such
as Perth, Fremantle, Narrogin and
Northam. T hope the residents of the
smallest agricultural centres and the
men on the land as well will be per-
mitted to take advantage of the pro-
visions of this measure to provide homes
for themselves. It is particularly de-
sirable that the men on the land should
be assisted to make homes, but it is en
unpleasant feature of our settlement
in new districts that we have so many
bachelors established on the land. The
late Minister for lands—if he were here,
I would call him the Minister for Lands
and Promises—used to go shout the
country promising to take up the ques.
tion of wives for the farmers, but he
never did anything in the matter at all

Mr. Green : He was not game to stop
in the house ang take his medicine.

Mr. E. B. JOMUNSTON: Members
opposite do mot know half the things
that gentleman used to promise when
he went round the ccuntry. I say in all
seriousness that we have a great problem
to face in the fact that so many of the
new settlers are bachelors. 1 am satis
fied that if the Government will assist
to build houses on the land, the bache-
lors have the emergy and enterprise to
do everything necessary to see that
those houses are properly tenanted.

Mr. George: Does not the Agricul:
tural Bank assist to build homes ?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : It does not,
but it should do so. It is satisfactory
to know that the Government intend
to liberalise the Agricultural Bank, and
it speaks well for the confidence the
Goldfields Ministry have for the farming
districts, and it speaks well for the new
Government’s desire to help the men
on the land when they declare that to
be one of the first measures they pro-
pose to introduce this session. Every-
one in the country knows how the
Liberal Government, a little over a
year apgo, voted against the liberali-
sation of the Agricultural Bank, and it

was peculiar to me to hear the Minister
for Lands say that he approved of that

plank when we all know he voted
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against it a little over & year ago. On
the eve of the elections, of course the
Liberal party suddenly discovered they
intended to liberalise the Agricultural
Bank, but it is very doubtful if they ever
would have done it, and it is doubtful
whether the financial interests of St.
George’s-terrace, to which some of them
pay so much consideration, would have
allowed them to do it. I hope that very
much larger advances will be made to the
settler on the land, and I hope provision
will be made to take over from the
private banks some of the securities
which they hold.

Mr. George: The private banks would
be very glad.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: “They have
good securities down ¢ur way. I do not
know about the hon. member’s district.
With regard to the public service appeal
board, T am sure every member is pleased
to konow that the Covernment intend
to remove the Puablic Service Com-
missioner from that board, and every
civil servant will be glad to know that it
will no longer be necessary for him to
appeal from Cxsar to Casar, from Jull
to Jull, in the way he has had to do in
the past. U the Public Service Com-
missioner had a proper sense of the
fitness of things he would have refused
to sit in that position, reviewing his own
decisions, for so long. T am sorry that
the Premier did not tell us with regard
to the Public Service Cominissioner's
appointment that it was the intention of
the Government not to ratify what had
been done by the late Government. The
Premier troly said it was the most
monstrous action he had ever heard of
when he learned that the Liberal Govern.
ment had renewed Mr, Jull'sappointment
nearly a year before the first term of
office had expired. It appears that the
appeintment has not been confirmed,
and I hope that the Governmnent will
shortly tell us, at any rate the people ex-
pect to hear it, that they do not intend to
ratify the monstrous appointment that
the other Government intended to make.
The leader of the Opposition said the
civil servants had supported the Labour
party. I do not know whether they
did so, but if they did it was because
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they expected justice at the hands of
the Labour party, and the rank and
file of the civil servants will never get
justice while Mr. Jull occupies the
position of Public Service Commissioner.
There are people in Western Australia
who helisve in very low wages for the
rank and file, and plenty of increases for
the man of influence at the top. T can
imagine that a Government who
represented people with that view found
that Mr. Jull admirably suited them,
especially if they had the back of their
heads the idea of bringing the wages
of the rank and file down to 6s. a day.
Such people and such a Commissioner were
in thorough accord. Anybody looking
through the Government Qazeite for the
last three months would fnd plenty of
reclassifications of civil servants drawing
over £300 a year, while the rank and
file have heen ahsolutely refused re-
classification at all, cven when given
important and arduous duties to perform.
T disapprove of increases to public
servants drawing over £300 a year, and
the giving of the most of the work to
underpaid officers and temporary hands
at 10s. a day. 1 say that the seething
diseontent which permeates our public
service is due to the presence of the
present Public Service Commissioner in
his position. What can you expect
when you get a Public Service Com-
nussioner who, having the right to
appeint other comimissioners to assist
him in elassifying the public service,
turned round and did the whole lot by
himself ¥ It is a sign of his unbounded
arrogance, and his brazen cheek, that
he should have the unblushing effrontery
to classify professional men by himself :
he, a mere clerk, classifying geologists,
engineers, medical men, scientists, such
as the Government astronomer, survey-
ors, architects, draughtsimen, and other
experts. 1 say it is an insult to those
professional men to ask them to accept
& classification by Mr. Jull. He actually
takes credit for having done it by
himself, but I do not think the officers he
classified give him any credit whatever
for the manner he did it.
T hope that in the reclassification of the

professional branch, to talke place very

in which
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shortly, the new Government will see
that the professional officers are elassified
with the assistance of professional men,
and not left vo the mercies of & mere
clerk any longer. I would remind
Ministers that the Public Service Com-
missioner actually kept them in ignorance
of the fact that he had been reappointed
to that position until after the election
for the Metropolitan-Suburban province
had tasken place. Why was not the
Premier told about it as scon as the
new Covernment was formed ¢ Tt was
kept from him until after the Metro-
politan-Suburban election was over, and
the ecivil servants in that province were
not allowed tv know what Mr. Gregory
had done wuntil after the poltl closed.
If only it could be discovered where
the Press got the information after the
ballot hoxes closed that night, it would
probably he found that it came from
Mr. Jull himself. 1 say the fact that
the Public Service Commissioner lent
himself to a secret conspiracy, such as
his appointment was, is as sign of his
utter unfitness for the position of Publie
Service Commissioner. The whole spirit
of the Public Service Act is that full
publicity shall be given to every appoint-
ment in the public service, yet this
important appointment was fixed up
not only without publicity, hut absolutely
in the dark, and in agreeing to this Mr.
Jull showed his utter incapacity to
hold the positien of Public Service
Commissioner. 1 would like to re-
mind you, too, that when Mr. Jull
was first appointed the positions in his
office were filled in the same way,
without applications being called, as
directed by the Public Service Act.
Our civil servants are a fine body and
I hope the Government will not leave
them any longer to the mercy of Mr.
Jull, an unspeakable autocrat, who!
nevertheless, proved to he a mere tool
in the hands of the late Government.
I may say that | was pledged to my
electors at practically every ineeting
held, to oppose to the utinust, in the
interests of the civil servants, Mr.
Jull’s reappointment, and I the
supporters of the Labour party through

sy

out the country will he shocked if it
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should happen that this secret arrange-
ment between the late Government and
their creature bhe confirmed. [ con-
gratulate the members for West Perth
and Claremont on the fact that if
was not known hefore the general
election that that reappointment was
to be made. In regard to the
Governor’s Speach, I am pleased to know
that the local court procedure is to he
simplified. As a clerk of courts for
some years 1 know how necessary it iy
that the form should be made simpler, so
that people can conduct their own cases
without going to a lawyer. 1 hope the
Government will also consider the ques-
tion of increasing the jurisdiction of
local courts up to £500. We now
have competent stipendary magistrates
in different districts, and 1 hope the
Government will consider very seriously
the question of increasing the jurisdiction
of the tocal courts in order that people
will not have to come to Perth
to the Supreme Court with every
little case. It is a good thing to
know that the Covernment propose
to establish & court of criminal appeal.
The law of the country at present
protects property and gives people the
right of appeal in civil cases, whereas, so
far, they have had no right of appeal in
criminai cases, where a man's character,
reputation, personal liberty, and even
his life, may be concerned. 1 con.
gratulate the Government on having
-determined to give the right of appeal
in these cases. [ am glad to seec also
that it is intended to give civil servants
full political rights. This, in my opinion,
should have been done yearsago. In
regard to educational matters, T would
like to say that more schools are required
outback in the farming districts. It
is & grievous thing to see fine, healthy
children not receiving proper primary
-education, and I hope the Minister for
Education will take into consideration the
advisability of converting a number of
largely attended half-time schools into
full-time schools. Some hon. members
have spoken highly of the proposed
establishment of a university, and T am
glad to support those remarks; but
0 my mind it is of far more impartance
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that the children of our settlers in the
backblocks should get full primavy
education. They are not getting it
to-day. 1 hope that, next year, the
Government will bring forward the
question of State manufacture of ag-
ricultural implements. All the Labour
condidates in agricultural districts have
promised the farmers harvesters at cost
price, and I hope those promises will
be fulfilled, and the settlers relieved from
the grip of the machinery rings. To me
one of the most pleasing results of the
recent elections is the fnct that the breezy
optimist from Northam, for so long the
Minister for Lends, has now been
removed from thet position. The alter-
ation is welcomed from one end of the
agricultural districts to the other. His
tenure of office was marked by & com-
plete reversal of the land policy which
had obtained since the days of Sir John
Forrest until he {Mr. Mitchell) became
Minister. Previously any man with a
stout heart and a strong pair of arms
could go on the land in this country ;
but Mr. Mitchell so increased the fecs
in one way and another, and the price
of land, that now & man of limited means
cannot go on the land in this Stete
with any confidence, Until immediately
before the recent elections Mr. Mitchell
was charging up to 23s. an acre for land
60 miles from a railway, and which, on
his own classificatton, was shown to
contain one-third sandplain. That meant
that at the end of three years the new
settler on that land would have to
pay £60 a year rent for 1,000 aecres
of it. The man would not get the
money off the property, and so could
not pay it. 1 hope that when our
new Land Bill is brought down it
will contain a clause giving these men
relief under owr new conditions. The
trail of the money lender was over most
of Mr. Mitehell's dealings with the new
settlers, and the new settlers had to pay
ever since the hon. gentleman was first
made Minister. Through the open_col-
wmns of the West Australion 1 charged
Mr. Mitchell that during his adminis-
tration of the department he had in-
creased the price of land fixed or re-
commended by the men who inspected
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the land ; that he would not let the
ingpector who saw the block fix the price,
but that from his office in Perth (he Mr.
Mitchell) used to put up that price.
The hon. gentleman has never con-
tradicted thet statement, and I say he
cannot. Further than that, the member
for Northam introduced a policy of
centralisation in connection with the
land board. Before he became Minister
for Lands we did occasionally have a
leoal land board sitting in Narrogin, but
never while he was Minister. I say Mr.
Mitchell assisted the speculator and the
estate agent by having the meetings of
the land board in Perth when they ought
to have been held in country districts.
I hope the new Minister will once more
give us local land boards, and that when
there are two or three applicants for on
bloek, the board will once more go into
the district instead of sitting in Perth.
I hope, too, that the chairman of the
local roads board will be given a seat on
the local lands boards. Also, under Mr.
Mitchell's regime delays of from 12 to
18 months took place in regard to prac-
tically every application for an unsur-
veyed block of land, and I hope the new
Minister will put an end to these delays.
The reorganisation of the Lands Depart-
ment was also faced by the member for
Northam, aml he apnooinled three under
secretaries fo help wilh the work. One
was to deal with people whose initials ran
from A. to F., the second was to deal will,
those from G. to M., aud the third wilh
those from N. fo Z. The resnlt was that
if Mr. Brown, Mr. Jowes and Mr. Smith
of Narrogin came to Pevilh with a similar
vequest, they had to sce three seravale
officers; and if their requnests were al ail
involved, they would very likely gel three
different replies. The alphabetieal sysiem
may be a good meihod to deal wiith bank
ledgers, with which the member {or Not-
tham had so long an acquaintance. bufl it
15 a bad way of dealing with selilers on
the land. T hope the new Minisier for
Lands will try o aller thai system. |
liope he will give exch of these under-sec-
retaries different districts or pavts of the
Stale to deal with, Possibly one could
deal with mafiers concerming ihe wheat
belt, the second with matters coneerning
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the South-West, and the third with mat-
ters concerning mining and pastoral dis-
tricts. At any rate, let us have the work
distributed and not on an alphabetical
basis, which is cumbersome and unfair te
the officers, hecause each officer has to
keep at his finger tips knowledge of land
wmatters affecting the whole State jnstead
of having to keep in touch only with mat-
lers covering separate distriets or parts
of the State, The late Government put
up the price of poison land and sandpiain
fo 14s. and 15s. an acre. In regard to
these poison lands we are foce to face
wilh the fact that we have par(s of the
Stale that ave poor, and T hope the new
Government when they are bringing {he
Land Bill forward will hring in special
regnlations {o deal wifh ithis inferior class
of country, We are pledged io lef all
cg{llers have their land for three vears
rent free. Why not let them have it for
seven years veni free on this particular
class of country? Becouse anyone who
will face the task of removing the poison
from this poor land is one that should be
encouraged. We should also encourage
the selection of sandplain counlvy. -Tust
before the elections the member for Nor-
tham anpointed p Poison Commission, and
the chairman of the Commission, needless
to say, came from Northam. He was sent
to the Williams-Narrogin electorate on the
eve of the eleclion in the capacity of
Poison Commissioner, and was paid by the
State. T consider it a seandalous ahuse
of the people’s money. That appointment
was made on the eve of the election, and
a genltleman, whom I am told is a ¢close
friend and polietical supporter of the ex-
Minister for T.ands, was appointed ehair-
man. The member for Northam used the
Sfate’s money to send that Commissioner
into my distric! for a considerable part
of fwao months immediately preceding the
elections, and from whal T am told the
chairman of (he Commission was not back-
ward in praising the member for Northam
and the Liberal Goverrment while he was
suposed to be doing his work as Commis-
sioner. 1 have somelhing else to say
aboni the eleetion tnefics of the memher
for Northam. ¥ eriticised his poliev in
the open columns of the West Australian
some six weeks before the election,
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but he did not reply to wmy eriti-
cism, which was somewhat on (he
lines of that I have ulteved fo-day.

e could not reply to it, and he wisely did
noi, but he adopted the tactics of the cuitle
fish in the matter. He waited until (he
very week of the election and on the Sat-
urday before the election he published a
column in the Narrogin paper dealing
with different land matters and with my
candidature. It was a despieable action
to wait unfil it was too late for me to
make any reply at all in the newspapers
in Narrogin., He referred to the faet that
I was an apostle of higher prices when a
Lands Department officer. I do pot quite
know the Parliamentary method of des-
eribing that statement, but I will risk call-
ing it a deliberate misstalement; because,
while T was in the Lands Department,
I always did my best to help the people
to gel their land at a reasonable price.
He also veferred to the faet lhai on many
oceasions T had expressed my admiration
for his work. Well. those cceasions are
unknown tu me; T defy the member for
"NWortham fo lell me of one. I knew too
much ahont his work to express any ad-
wiratlon ot any opinion different to what
T have expressed to-day. This afternoon
the member for Northaumn uttered a num-
ber of harinless plalitudes with which nost
of us agree abont the fulure of the coun-
try and the agriealtoral industry. T agree
‘whole-heartedly with all those platitudes;
and ss we have had them once, T will not
repeat any of them as 1 wmight otherwise
have done. Tt is natural, when we come
to consider it, the member for Northam
shonld eriticise®*ihie new Minister in the
way he did. I venture to say that, what-
ever the new Minister did, the member for
Northam would critieise in that same man-
ner, We must remember the member for
Northam has losl a good job which the
new Minister has got, and that is res-
ponsible for a good deal of the criticism
thal has fallen from the inember for Nor-
tham to-day. The member for Northam
has said (hat the alteration in regard to
Ppotatoes does nol mean mueh. Well, if
it does not mean much, why does he ob-
ject =o much? I say it means mueh, be-
canse it means that in the Great Southern
district, where we have n big population,
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we will get cheap potatoes. We could not
gel them, we could not afford them when
the member for Northam was Minister for
Eands. T would like also to vefer to the
way in which the member for Nortbam
starved the Narrogin agriculiural farm
white he was Minister. There has been no
fresh land cleared on that tarm for yans.
1 believe he ireated il as badly as he
could, 1 am pleased to see Lhe new Pre-
mier has been good enough to say that
the claims of the Narrogin agricultural
farm wilt be cousidered when the ques-
tion of establishing an agrieultural eol-
lege in Western Australia is brought up,
as I believe it is to be brought up next
year. 1 hope the new Government when
bringing forward their Eslimates will
carefully consider the question of increas-
ing reads board granis, The late Govern-
nient eul down the granis last year to
about half whai they were the year hefore.
I hope that the new Government will bring
them back lo the old figure and at least
distribute this year in road gvants as
much as was distributed by (be Labour
Glovernment some years ago. \We have big
districts o open up, and it iz necessary
thalt the roads in fhese districts should be
adequately considered. Many members
travelled over the roads in the country
distriets doring the recent campaign, and
I am sure by their experiences they will
be able to judge of the urgent need for
inereaging read grants right thronghout
the agrieultural districts. In eonclusion
T would like to say I believe the Labour
Government will do good work in pro-
leeting the producer against the middle-
man, and will serve the besi interests of
the people, not only in the agrieultural
distriets but right throughout the State.
There is good work nhead of the Ministry
in regard to administration as well as
legislation, and in both of these directinns
T look to the new Government to do a lot
to make Western Australia a hetter coun-
{ry in the future than it has been in the
past.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth}: The last
speaker, like other members on the Gov-
ermment side of the House. said he rose
with a great deal of diffidence and thmi-
dity to speak, T must confess be dis-
played very little timidity in his drastie
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criticism of the late Government. Should
T be guilty of any breaches of debate I
trust it will be put down to my want of
knowledge of the customs of the Fouse.
and T trost T will be allowed some little
indulgence, as in extraneous and new sur-
roundings one nacurally takes a  little
time (o feel one’s feet. I have not beeu
connected with the late Government, but
1T am with them and share the criticism
levelled at them to-day. I must confess
al the outset that unless one was aware
of the zood work the late Government did
—-beacause despite what the last speaker
said, they did good work, it was not all
bad—one wonld have thought they had
really done nothing and that everything
done wos to their discredit, and that the
State had suffered by it. Therefore, 1
do not think members will agree with all
the last speaker has said. He was too
drastic altogether in his eriticism. He
ventured the opinion that had the ap-
pointment of M. Jult been known before
the election took place I would not have
been in my position to-day. 1 have n
good deal of sympathy with the eivil ser-
vants, and I will be only too happy o
assist members opposite in bringing about
something to do away with a good deal of
discontent that now exists ; but I am in
the position of knowing that, had thal
appoiniment been known before the elec-
tion, T would still be in the position I am
in to-day. I congratulate the Govern-
menl on assuming  power under such
favourable ciremmnstances. It has been
suggested that Lhe cirenmstances are not
favourable because some districts ave
suffering from want of rain ; but this is
not conlined to Weslern Australia, be-
eanse in some of the Eastern States they
are likewise suffering From a deficiency
in rainfall,  Never in the history of
Weslern Ausivalia weve the prespects
hetter and brighter than they ave to-day,
and the Government arve to be congratu-
Iated on coming iuto office when things
are so bright and prosperous. 1 agree
with My, Miichell that we have a great
State. the greatest in the Commonwealth.
greater in prospects than any of the
other States ; and it only vemains fov
goorl (overnment and for wise and just
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measures to be broughi down by the pre-
sent Government to continue the pros-
perity the State has enjoved nnder the
late Government in the past five or six
vears. It is not my intention to harass
the Government. I have come into Par-
liament with the deteymination to assist
any Government in power to pass
measures that may be for the progress.
prosperity and happiness of the people
of the State. I shall be ever alert and
ready to assist in criticism wherever T
think it necessary, Although the Opposi-
tion is nol a big one, still we have some
old eampaigners and polilieal veterans,
and when oceasion arises we shall be able
to hold the fort and fight the neecessary
battles. Numbers do not count for every-
thing, 1t may be the Government side
will find dangers and diffienlties arising
that they do not anticipate, and very
likely serions results will happen. The
keen interest taken in the elections bas
been referred to. I think it creditable
~—the excellent poll right throughout the
State ; it shows the electors are alive to
their interests, 1 trust they will not find
their contidence misplaced.  The Glov-
ernment have every opoportunity, they
have started in a good tine when things
are prosperous and ihey have absolutely
all the power they can possibly want.
One Labour member in congratulating me
after the election, said he was only sorry
a labonr man did not win. 1 remarked
he was decidedly greedy when the Labour
party had already 32 or 33 assured seats.
Something has been said abont the in-
creage of the Ministeriab salavies, but T
for one think it would have been better
if those on the oiher side had adopted
the suggestion which was Lhrown out, I
think by the member for Swan, that this
guestion should have heen left to the
people. 1t would have heen hetter (o do
as they did in South Ausfralia and have
a referendum taken. Had that ecourse
heen pursued the chances are we should
have had the same resnlt as South Aus-
tralia had. But, as the leader of the
Opposition stated, if the Government
think their services are only worth £1,000
per annum, then we cannot gquibble about
their redueing their own salarvies. The
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. question has been mentioned as to the
state of the electoral rolls. During my
candidature | found that there were a
wreat number of electors not on the rolls,
hut who had a vight to be there. I should
like the Minister for Justice, if it is possi-
ble, to bring down an amendment of the
Electoral Act so that those who have the
- necessary qualification and who are en-
litled to vote should if necessary, on the
day of election, make some small kind of
.declaration that they have the necessary
gualification, and then they shounld be
enabled to vote. Hven we might have a
Leavy penalty of imprisonment for sev-
_eral years if a person wrongly voted,
but when people take the trouble to go
.to the poll to vote and are told that
their names are not on the roll, and those
people bave lived in a district for years,
it is discournging to the electors to find
themselves in such a position. I wonld
like to see some amendment brenght in
whereby this diffieulty would be over-
come. I am glad to notice that the pre-
sent Government have decided to adopt
the sugrestion of the late Government in
vegard to the weekly half-holiday. I am
entirely in aceord with the snggestion
that the matter should be left to a .refer-
endum and T would go this far

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): When did they suggest it?

Mr. Allen: Doring the recent elections.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There has been a Bill here for the
last two years.

Mr. ALLEN: When the time comes lo
vote I shall exercise that vote in favour
of the Saturday half-holiday. The Wed-
nesday half-holiday is of very little use
to anybody and the principal sports all
take place on a Salurday. T remember
when I was in business in South Austra-
lia I was glad af the end of the week to
be able to go into ihe hills and not re-
turn until ile Monday. 1 shall be glad
to assist the Government in this diree-
tion. I notice it 18 intended {0 amend the
Industrial Couciliation and Arbitration
Act and T trust that whatever the nature
of the amendment is, if it has the desired
effect of pulting an end to the industrial
strikes and troubles, I shall be very glad
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indeed, When this Aect was first intro-
duced it was thought that it would be
the means of settling all industrial dis-
putes. Unfortunately it hus not proved!
so, aml any amendment I hope will have
the effect of settling industrial disputes.
Those who have lived and been in dix-
triets where strikes have taken place
know full well the terrible pain aund suné-
fering that is cansed through strikes, and
the loss of capital and of busiiiess caused
through strikes, and if the Government
bring in an amendment that will over-
come these difficulties they will earn tha
good wishes of the people. I (rust thai
whatever the Government do the amend-
ment will be such that when an award i=
given it will be earried out on both sides.
I am in sympathy with the Minister in
trying to put a stop to land speculalion.
I am one of the Terrace agents, but T
have no sympathy whatever with land
which is taken up for speculative pur-
poses. I have in my mind at the present
time the case of two young fellows who
for the past two years have been trying
to get land. T do not know if their fail-
nre has been their own fault, but they
have repeatedly gone before boards and
have not been suceessful. [ hope the
Government will put right all this sort
of thing and that in futore there will be
nro eomplaints.  As to the question of
immigration, there is nothing in the
Speech about it, but all are agreed on
the one fact, that Western Australin
needs two things to-day, capital and popu-
lation. We must have immigration to
settle the lands and to work hand in
hand with the Federal (Government to
provide for our own defence. But it
must be remembered that we waut work-
ers, not shirkers. It is no good bringing
men out here who will not work. We
want the right stamp of mmmigrant and
then it will be found that the people will
not be disappointed. A good deal has
been said about the cheapening of food
supplies. That is not a question whicl
can ¢ome within the range of party poli-
ties, therefore I can say that I shall
honestly do all T ean to support the Gov-
ernment in cheapening our food supply.
I had almost anticipated that the Gov-
ernment wounld have right away chartered
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a ship and sent it to the North-West to
bring down cattle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You cannof bring down ecattle at
this season,

Mr. ALLEN: Is that the reason? By
the way the Government were talking
during the recent electigns I thought that
they would have already chartered a ship
or two and sent to the North-West coast
for eaftle: As to the guestion of water
supplies, I hope the Government will take
the proper step to provide the metro-
politan area with & more up-to-date water
sipply and now that the sewerage schemn
is being connected with the houses more
water will be needed. Qur present
supply is onsatisfactory and inadequate.
and: I lope the Government will get to
work and do something at ouce. Prim-
ary industries have had a great deal of
consideration, and properly so. They are
in a prosperous eondition. I trust our
secondary industries will not be over-
looked when oceasion arises to give them
assistance. I trust the opportunity will
come when the Government will be able
to give some preference to the secondary
industries and plaee orders wirh them
and thus assist them, A great deal of
capital has been invested in our second-
ary industries in Western Australia, and
they should he furiher developed. When
we remember that seven million or eight
million pounds go out of the State every
year for the importation of goods, it will
he seen that there is big seope in building
.up the secondary industries of Western
JAnstralia. T wounld like to express the
hope that the Govermment will deal maore
generously with the Perth City Council
in regard to its subsidy. At the pre-
sent time the Perth City Council is onl¥
getting a maximum of £2,000, but if that
council was treated at the rate of 5s.
in the pound, they would get £5,060 a
year. The Government should recognise
the services the nrunicipality have reu-
dered to the Government and in conse-
quence are entiiled to greater considera-
tion. If the Perth council were to be
allowed to rate Government properties,
on an estimate made in the year 1903, the
Perth City Couneil would receive some-
thing like £11,000 from the Government.
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I have expressed the opinion out of the
House, and I express it again, that a great
deal of time is often wasted over (he
Address-in-reply, therefore I do not in-
tend to take up the time further. 1
should, Mr. Speaker, ai the outset have
taken the opportunity of congratulating
you onh the high and henoured position
which youn occupy. I do not know that 1

“should be vight in saying that T hope von

may oeeupy it for a number of years.
but I know ihat you will oceupy it to
the satisfaction of the House and with
credit to voursell. .

Mr. DOOLEY (Geraldton): I, like the
previous speaker, have opinions aboul the
time faken up on the Address-in-reply.
and T think there may be a good deal of
time wasted. Bat it is also very neeessary
that ceriain matters shonld be given voice
to and many things referred to which per-
bhaps members wonld not have an oppor-
tunity of doing under other circumstances.
I would like, in the first place, to eon-
gratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on your ap-
pointment, becanze knowing you as lony
as 1 bhave, T am pleased to think that the
choice of the House has been so unani-
mous. You are a man who st ail times
has heen held in the highest opimion in
public life, and for the vpirit of justies
which has been apparent in all your ae-
tions, therefore, 1 think the appointment
is o happy one. In regard fo the Minis-
ters, although I offer my congratulations
to those gentlemen yet at the same time I
have to offer my sympathy to them be-

cause I recognise that they have a great

task before them, coming as they have
done into office when the work of previous
administrators had accumulated thvough,
T venture to say, negleet and earelessness
in regard to their departments, therefore
they have made the work of their suceces-
sors very arduons indeed. There is an
opinion prevalent in the northern dis-
trrets, particnlarly at Geraldton, that we
in the past have vot been given that
consideration that we should receive,
and 1 regret to notice that so far
as the Address from His Excellency
is concerned there is a swall matter that
indicates that the present Administration

have nof altogether considered the
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northern distriets sufficienily. I refer to
the fact that in speaking of the prevalent
dronght they speeify the eastern districis
only. I do not want to give my distriet
an adverfisement in the wrong way, but I
want to say this, that there are settlers in
the northern districts and particularly in
tbe Geraldton district who are suffering,
I venture to say, as severely as the easlern
settlers are suffering from the present pre-
valent drought. But the consoling feature
is the fact of the prompt and energetic
manner in which the present Administra-
tion have dealt with the water problem.
I am sorry indeed to say that in spite of
all that has been donme in the past the
question of providing water for settleis
has not been satisfactorily econsidered.
Perhaps there is an exense for that in
the fact that Western Australia has been
fortunate with regard to its climatie con-
ditions, and we have not up to the present
experienced anything in the shape of a
drought of any severity, but it hehoves
us now that we are awakened by the ad-
monitions of Dame Nature in this respect
to let her sons represented in the Labour
parly take notice that this admenition is
properly regarded and look well o the
future as to water conservation. In re-
gard to this matter I think the Govern-
ment wonld do well if in the future in
throwing open areas they make sure, be-
fore these areas are thrown apen for
selection, that there shall be no monopoly
with regard to water resrves. I think in
the past this matter has been entirely ne-
glected. I know areas in the northern
districts suffering considerably from want
of water and there are water supplies
held by private individuals, or private in-
dividuals have the ownership of them,
and we know that peopl: will not he too
generous in times snch as we are experi-
encing at present fo allow that water to
be nsed. But I do hope the Government
in throwing open areas in the future, be-
fore doing so will mark well this point
and take precaufionary measures to see
that before an area is thrown open suffi-
clenl water will be made available for the
seftlers, Not in the good times when

water is plentiful, but that we provide
for the future when we may have to ex-
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perience another drought similar to the
present. I was rather impressed with the
remarks of the member for Wagin, when
he referred to the methnds adopted by
the present Government in being so ean-
did in regard to the financial position. He
spoke to the effect that by so doing the
Government were damaging the State’s
credit, and as a comparison, or example,
of what should be done he quoted the
position of a business man. That to me
threw a sidelight on the difference between
business methods and Government me-
thods., So far as the individnal is con-
cerned it is only n matter of his own
particular interests, but so far as Gov-
ernments are concerned, the interests of
the whole people are at stake, If the
Government wish to retain the confidenvs
of the people, they must give the people
the confidence which they expeet from
them. I must give the Government eredit
for laying the financial position fully be-
fore the conntry, and I hope that, contrary
to what has been done in the past, when
financial statements are being dealt with
in future we will not have a repetition of
the protests from the Auditor-General
with regard to the mannter in which the
public finances are handled. KEvery year
we notice protests with regard to the sys-
tem of bookkeeping, and il seems to me
that there must be something wrong with
the Andit Ael when the Auditor-General,
whom we have appointed to watch the
bookkeeping and the finances of the conn-
try, has to make such slatements, and
while in this Chamber these protests may
be treated with the greatest of courtesy
outside they are simply langhed at. I liope
that if the matter comes before lhe Hounse
again some provision will be inserted in
the Aet whereby the Auditor-General will
have the power 1o bring the responsible
Minister before the Full Court or Hiek
Court to give reasons why he has not ecar-
ried out the instructions or provisions of
the Act, which is supposed to safegus:d
the finances and bookkeeing interes(s of
the community. A gooo deal has bes
said doring the debale with regard (o
land gettlement, and the disastrous policy
which the Goveinment are introducing.
parliewiarly in eonnection with the non-
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alienation or Governmen{ ownership as
against private ownpership. I must claim
that I have had a somevhat different and
exceptional experience with regard to iliis
matter. So far as my distrief is con-
cerned, I have had many farmers come to
me who are anxious to convert their con-
ditional purchases into leaseholds under
the scheme put forwarc by the present
Government, Therefors 1 am heart and
soul looking forward tc the time when
the present Government will bring abcut
a drastic reform iu the direction of sab-
stituting non-alienation for the preseut
system. While on the land guestion, I
would like to say that, whatever the finan-
cial stress of his counlzy may be at an
early or distant date, I sincerely trust this
Government will not aiwtempt to do what
previous administrators have done, and

that is, endeavour to hoodwink the
farmers and pastoralists by telling
them that they ave their friends while

all the time they are piling up the
eosts of land administration. The mem-
ber for Williams-Narvogin has referred to
this matter and to the high survey charges.
We know that survey charges were
trehled by the last Adwministration, and
also that the price of land has gone up;
but the member for Williams-Narrogin
explained that matter very lucidly to
hon. members. The high price of food
is a matter that requires to be taken up

seriously by the . Mdministratior, and
as the Minisier {or Tands sfsied
last night thai he was =ick  and tived

of hearing these things mentioned this
is essentially a maiter fthat requires
the closest attention from an admimstra-
tive point of view. I come from a town
where the price of commodities and house
venls have been raised anything from 10
to 20 per cent. during the last few months,
and whenever I attempted to investigate
the cause I conld get no satisfaction. T
am now speaking of the ordinary commo-
dities. partieularly groceries, and I find
that the retailers there ave putting up
their prices without justifieation or reason.
With vegard to the high price of meat, and
the diffieulties in conneetion with meat
suppliez in the North-West, T think that
if the Minister for Lands would o thor-
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oughly into ithe matter be would find
splendid areas close to the centres of
population in this State which could be
utilised for stock-raising purposes. There
are between the Murchison and Gascoyne
some fine areas of land which, I daresay,
eould be leased in areas of from 20,000 to
25,000 acres and utilised for mized farm-
ing or grazing farms. They are too far
away from the morket for wheat-growing
purposes, but stock could be raised in
those districts, and we should encourge
people to go on them who understand
stock-raising. In this way we could
create a community of small squatters, or
stock-raisers, and this system would go
a long way to combat the increased cost
of meat at any rate. Much has been said
in regard to the mining induostry, and this
is another matter in regard to whieh I
have a slight grievance against the Gov-
ernment, No reference is made in the
Speech to the mining areas in and around
Northampton. Most of them are on pri-
vate property; but T did think the fact
would be noted that there is a large area
of agrieultural country whieh is also rich
in deposits of the bhaser metal. T know
that there is a Mining on Privaie Pro-
perty Aet whiech, so far as these areas are
concerned, has been flonted in the past.
I have known gennine prospectors, work-
ing men, who were desirous of exploiting
these mineral deposits and who made sure
that they were within their rights in ask-
ing to go on this land, but the late Minis-
ter for Mines, who has heen so buttered
up by the members who spoke on the Op-
position side, absolutely refused them per-
mission. After gelting a high legal opin-
ion locally he sent across to the Eastern
States and obtained from one of the big
eonstitutional  authorities an opinion
which was favourahle to the applications
of these genilemen to mine on this Iand,
but he then turned round and stated that
the British investor had to be considered,
and the British investor in this case was
an absentee, who was making no use of
the land applied for by these people.
Another matter T wish to refer to is the
coal deposits in the Irwin distriet. The
records show that coal has heen found
there in fairly workable quantities, and
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that it is coal of a high commercial value,
equal, if not superior, to the coal at Collie,
This is a maiter that requires io he gone
into, if only for the purpose of satisfying
the (fovernment thai there is a good pro-
position here. When we remember the
wreat scarcity of fuel ou the Murchison
woldiields, and the distance which the wood
lines have to go, it ean he vealised what
wonld he the importauce to these lields of
an adjacent coal mine. T therefore sin-
cerely hope {hat the Government will
not overlook the fact that, so far
as prospecting has gone, we have a
waod hope of establishing another coal-
field. Tn ithis vespest T trust that
the error which was made in the past
in allowing the coalfields at Collie to be
exploited by private individuals wiil not
he repeated in connection with Lhese coal
fields. The railways are extending in the
north, slowly 1 muast admit, and when we
remember that here is coal which could be
worked verv economieally by virtue of
its being so adjacent. and that the Gov-
ernment would he a big eonswmer, it will
he seen Low desirable it is that we should
keep private enterprise from ecutting in
and depriving the people of the profits
and advantages that vightly helong to them.
Another matter T wish to refer to is the
question of ports. TWe have heard a goad
deal said about Esperance, and aboul
Bunbury and Fremantle. and se far as
the commereial importance of those ports
is concerned 1 wish to state a fact whiek,
perhaps, will come as a surprise lo many
hon, members. that Geraldton is the sec-
ond porf of eommercial importance in
this State; it ranks next to Fremantle by
virtee of the value of the imports and
exports. This can be proved at (ke Cus-
toms House, and the complaint we have
at Geraldton is that the wharfage rates
charged at Fremantle have acted as an
absolute bar to the iniroduction of pro-
duce From the northern aveas. This is
a matter which, if the (Gtovernment are
going to live up to their traditions, and I
feel every confidence that they will, they
must thoroughly investigate, becanse we
might just as well be in another State
with a high protective fariff against the
north if we allow it to continue. In con-
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nection with this, before justice is done
to the norilhern poris, and particularly to
Geraldton, something will have (o be done
in connection with the railway. The Mid-
tand Railway Company certainly arve pro-
viding slightly better facilities than they
did in the past, but neveriheless while
that eoncern is in the hands of the com-
pany, ke railway will he a menace to the
weltare and the proper development and
advancement of the northern distriels,
becanse at the present fime the ecompauy
are allowed fhe right to operate differen-
tial rates, with the result thai to divert
the trade over their lines from Geraldion
they arve earrying produce at o far lower
proportionale rate than is done closer io
Midland, where of course the produce or
the traflic of neeessity must go to them.
T think this is one of the things that the
Government should attend to, and they
should do their utmost to bring about the
purchase of the railway, which will be an
advantage to not only one part of the dis-
triet but to the couniry at large, and
particalarly will it be so if the predietions
of some of us work out correctly, aml
that is that our finances are likely to be
not se buovant in the near future as they
have been in the past. | say that a reason-
able offer should be made and negotiations
started at the earliest tmoment with that
company with regard to the purchase, and
if they will not listen to reason, at any
rate il they stand hy their eontract so far
as charging differential rates is concerned,
I trust that the Government will wake
up to their responsibility and proteet the
people of the north frem the operations
of these rates to which T have referred,
and do what they did some years apg,
namely, yun a steamer or a line of steam-
ers from Fremantle to Geraldton in op-
position to the company. It oeccurs to
me thal this is a matter whieh could be
well taken up in connection with certain
suggestions made with regard to the sub-
sidising of the shipping serviee on the
North-West coast generally. [t is a mat-
ter too, that I am not leaving with this
discussion this afternoon, and I can pro-
mize the (iovernment that in seazon and
out of season I shall peg away in the iu-
terests of the northern people, with the
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object of eonsummating the purchase of
the Midland railway, and if the company
will not listen to reason, then I shall con-
centrate all my efforts in the direction of
devising proposals whereby they will have
to be brought to reason, so that justice
may be done to the community which they
are serving irrespective of the profits of
the absentee shareholders. Another very
urgent necessity, and a matter from
whieh we have snffered in the north to a
eonsiderable extent, is the question of ¢ir-
cuit courts. I notice that one portion of
the State, at any rate the Eastern Gold-
fields, have been considered in this matter,
while the people in the northern areas
have been treated with scant courtesy in
the past. This is 2 matter which 1s also
beginning to become very irksome as far
as the northern people are concerned, par-
ticularly as the population of the district
1 represent is increasing, and the import-
ance of the port of Geraldton is inereas-
ing, as well also as the different centres
on the Murchison, and I trust that the
Minister for Jostice will do all he can
with regard to instituting these eirveuit
courts. Wherever yon go you cannot get
away from the faet that disputes arise
which can only be settled by legal process,
and in a matter which has lo be deall
with by the Supreme Court it means that
litiganls are dragged, in some cases, G0
or 700 miles over a very weary road to
Perth, when, without much expense, a cir-
cuit eonrt in Geraldton, sitting, say, once
in every fhree months, could determine all
{hese matters, This would be a econsider-
able advantage which would be greatly
appreciated by those of our people in the
disiricts T have veferred to. Another very
argent matter is in connection with the
ports. 1 was very pleased io hear that
the Premier had declared himself favour-

able to going into the matter of
proper  shipping  facilities. We in
Western  Australia  have not  been

blesced as other parts of the continent
with deep waler frontages. Our bays
wherever we go abound with shallow water
and with flat, reeeding shores, and we
have to run jetties out to a very great
distance in order to get any depth, and
then” we find reefs and shoals which,
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through the very severe gales that blow,
bring about added difficulties to shipping.
So far as Geraldton is concerned we are
suffering from these difficnlties, and I
sincerely hope that this matter will also be
taken up. I would suggest the advisa-
bility of appointing a Commission of ex-
peris, say two or three gentlemen who
have had considerable experience and who
conld report on some of these places
which are growing in importance, Gerald-
ton in particular, with a view of making
suggestions for the provision of some-
thing like decent facilities. No matter
what development takes place, or how
prosperous the northern districts may be-
come, until we are able to give the ship:
ping something like reasonable faecilities,
there will be a tendency to divert the
traffie through other channels. T eannot
conclude without referring to the sug-
gested amendment of the Coneilation and
Arbitration Act. 1 think we might well
make provision in the dirvection referred
to by the member for Leonora when he
stuted that the question of the high cost of
living, or what should constitute a living
wage, should be preseribed or set down, if
possible, in the Aet, so that the Judge of
the Supréme Court would have something
more than his own personal prejudices
or opintons to go on when fixing the basis
of wages. I am ready to admit this is a
very diffienlt problem under present con-
ditions. The Lrouble seems to be that
there is only a limited demand for a cer-
tain commodity which has to be manufac-
tured and, of eourse, competitors, so far
as the manufacturing element or the
capitalistic eclement is concerned, are
allowed (o enter in the limited market,
with the result that they cut one anothers
prices, and they regard buman energy
and flesh and blood just as some common-
place faetors in the matter, and they
think that the wages of the worker should
be cut down withoui any consideration
I think alse that the Aect requires explain-
ing with regard to the form of organisa-
tion. At the present time, no matter how
diversified an industry is with regard to
the different classes of work performed in
that industry, the Act preseribes that for
every little classification a union may or



shall be organised before it can appear
before the court. I know from experi-
‘ence that a general union of workers that
may be called into existence, and which
may represent more than one particular
industry, are debarred from geing be-
fore the Arbitration Court ; in faet,
they are debarred from registration
under the Arbitration and Concilia-
. fien Aet, I do not think that it is in the
best interests of the community, either of
the workers themselves or of the people
generally, and it eertainly does not tend
to industrial peace. If we broadened that
Aet by a provision to rednce the number
of unions to, perhaps, one union of all
workers in any one industry, we would
be making an advanced step in the right
direction, and concentrating the issue be-
tween the two main forees, labour and
capital, and so tending to reduce friction.
A good deal has been said with rvegard to
«civil service reform. I do not wish to say
any more on that except to heartily en-
«dorse everything the member for Narvo-
gin-Williaros has said. He is competent
to speak on this matter, and as far as my
-observations have gone in moving along
my doily life amougst civil servants, I
think the whole gist of the trouble lies in
the fact that we have at the head of
affairs, in the person of Mr. Jull, an officer
who is not competent to deal with men of
highly irained intelleet., As far as I ean
gather, what they are asking for is a very
small matter, merely justice; that is to
say, that when they consider they have
not been treated fairly their cases shall be
heard on lines similar fo those obtaining
in every court or hoard of justice. T
would refer fo the question of municipal
reform. At the present time we get com-
plaints on all hands, from hoth municipal
councils and roads boards, with regard to
the subhsidies. As far as municipal coun-
eils are concerned T venture to say that if
the Aet were amended to provide for the
rating assessment on the umimproved value
instead of, as at present, on the rental
value, we would get twice the revenue at
ahont one-fourth the cosi to the resident
ratepayers. More particularly would this
be zo if we were aliowed to rate Govern-
ment properiy. According to the present
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Act Government property is free from
rating, and as far as Geraldton is econ-
cerned, and I think this applies to Perth
as well, the best and most valuable blocks
are ocenpied by Government buildings.
If the right to assess the rates on the un-
improved value were introduced you would
hear very little complaint from any mnni-
cinality,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): Only a few of the blocks are
earrying Government buildings.

Mr. DOOLEY: Even apart from the
Government bunildings, surcly when you
come to consider the conveniences that are
afforded—you must not forget that, so
far as Government buildings are con-
cerned, the Government insist upon the
best rounicipal work in regard to the main-
tenance of footpaths and public service
generally-—and remember that we get little
or nothing for them, it will be conceded
that it is ouly fair that we should be
allowed to raise our rates on these pro-
perties. Another important matter in con-
nection with the Act is the question of
providing for the better security of tenure
in respect to our municipal officers. T
have known municipal officers to be
highly trained gentlemen in their respec-
five elasses of work; but there is generally
a difficulty in keeping these gentlemen,
beeause of the fact that a municipality has
the power of discharging ihem ahmosi at
a moment’s notice, and this does not tend
lo encourage them fo take the same in-
terest in their work as they otherwise
might do. Further than that, we should
exfend the borrowing powers of muni-
cipalities. Of the many nssets a muni-
cipality has, the safest and wmost pro-
ductive is proper housing, and it seems to
me that we ought to give a municipality
power to borrow money for building pur-
poses. If the Act were amended in that
direetion Ministers would not have tfo
worry in regard to the question of subsi-
dies, 1 smeerely hope the Government
will endeavour lo give consideration fto
the Norihern districts, and remember that
although their predecessors have con-
centrated all their attention on one part

of the State there are greater potentiali-
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ties in the North than those vevealed in
the Southern or Eastern arveas,

[Mr. 8peaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. LEWIS (Canning) : I rise to sup-
port the adoption of ihe Address-in-reply
in aceordance with the usnal modesty that
characterises our parly in the hour of
vietory, whilst in the howr of defeat we
ean be equally brave. The most pleasing
featurve of the recent election was the civ-
cumstance that sueh a large pereentage
of electors exevcised their privilege. While
the people iake so keen an interest in the
government of the Siate we can rest as-
sured that the Government will carry out
faithfully the task enirusted to them. It
is also satisfactory lo note that the elee-
tors have returned a parly that preaches
nationalism, One factor thal helped to
veturn the Labour party and defeat the
Liberal parvty was the recognition by the
people of ithe splendid record put up by
the same party in the national Parlia-
ment. Both from an administralive and
a legislative point of view that party
have put up a record of whieh the people
of Australia ave proud. Further than
that, education has been (he means of
enabling the people of Ausivalia to return
from the ranks of the workers practical
men who realise the diffienlties the people
have to suffer under and who ean take
contrel of the legislation and administra-
tion of the State and do more effective
work in a short period than theiv prede-
cessors Dave ever done hefore. During
the short time the present national Gov-
ernment have heen in power ihev have
aclieved more effective work than had
1reviously heen done in the history of the
Commonwealll,  Many veasons have been
stated for the marvellous overthrow of
the Liberal party at the vecent elections.
T realise that the most impaortant factors
in that were edueation and adult suffrage.
Teople are beginning io vealise that the
1arvty who in the pasli have vonirolled fle
destinies of ihe Siate have worked in the
interests of a few privileped people, with-
out regard for the eoreat masses. T am
pleased to congrainlale the Minisier for
T.ands on having instituied a policy which,
1 believe, will effectively develop the lands
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of this State. Any easual observer trav-
elling over the railway lines of the State
must realise that the land elose to the ex-
isting railways is in many distriets nothing
but o wilderness, while genuine settlers
have to go out into the interior of the
country under a diminished rainfall in
order to gain a living from the soil
Clearly in the past speenlators have held
the land close to the railways for the sake
of the unearned incerement, and have thus
relarded the progress of the State. I aw
pleased to see that every effort is to he
put forth to assist the settlers on our land
so that those who desire to take up land
and utilise it shall have an opportuni(y
afforded o them sueh as has never bheen
afforded in the past. Owing to the dry
season in cevlain parts of our agrienktural
areas at tlie present {ime we realise that
seltlers have to struggle with many diffi-
culties, and it is pleasing to nole the
prompt action on the part of the Govern-
ment with a view to alleviating the dis-
comfort of these people.  The Labour
party realise that if we nve woing to have
progress in the State it is essential that
we should develop every industry. The
more avennes of employment opened up,
the better for the State and the Common-
weallh  genevally. Therefore we are =
nafional parcty. There is no atlempt teo
seb the goldfields against the coast.  One
of the sins the late Adminisirtation had
to earry was that they always endeavoured
lo set the eoast agninst the eoldfields with
a view Lo securing a Purther lease of
power. The present Administration re-
cognise that the coast and the goldfields
are indissolubly linked together, and re-
cognise also thal if we me to have pro-
uress we must do all we ean fo assist those
in onr agricnlfural areas. And so we see
to-day the natenal party in Western Ans-
tralia having representatives, not only
from melrapolitan constifnencies hul also
from agrienltnral eonstituencies, and a
monopoly of represeniation from the gold-
field= consiiluencies: and thiz party is
going to work unitedly to develop every
indnstry. T am pleased to know that nj
last we have an energetic Minister for
Mines who is determined to do all he ean
to open up new fields, the oreatest stimu-
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lus which can ever be experienced in this
State. We realise that an industry which
employs large numbers of men is deserv-
ing of every encouragement. We also
intend to do all we can to build up the
manufacturing industries in our metro-
pelitan area. By doing that we create n
market for our producers on the land.
The Labour party, being all praetical
men, realise il is nccessary to do fhis in
order to promote the development of the
Btate we ave all so proud to belong to.
There is also mention in the Governor’s
Speech of the importance of construeting
railways. We realise it is necessary to
build railways in orvder to develop this
vast area, and the party to which I have
the honour to belong will do all in their
prower to hasten this, They will see that
the railways will not be opened up, as
was often the case in the past, fo en-
hanece the value of the land of some who
had a eertain amount of political patron-
age, but they will see that the.lines are
hailt to serve the larger body of settlers.
We should extend our vailway system in
the metropolitan area. T would like the
Government to take into consideration the
necessity for building a line along the
south bank of the Swan river, as the pro-
aress of the distriet it wonld serve has
been refarded owing to the need for com-
munieation. Besides opening np seftle-
ment, sueh a line would remove the con-
gestion on the main line and wonld ensure
more economieal railway working. Trains
are now hung up for hours because the
lines are congested. By opening up the
Sonth-side railway a lot of the traffie
from the Eastern line could be diverted.
The line wonld do a vast amount of good
and effect economies so far as depart-
racntal administration is concerned. We
have, I am confident, at Como one of the
fnest beaches in the State, a clean, sandy,
fine beach. If this railway was opened
ap it would enable our wives and children
‘o visit that beaeh, and Como would prove
v fine asset to that particular railway, I
weleome the introduction of a Parliament-
iry Committee of Publiec Works. I be-
teve publit works should be inquired into
wnd reports submitted to Parliament, so
hat Parliament ean have something to
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guide them as lo the necessity for works,
The committee might also consider the
desirability of establishing State brick
works. 1 believe there is a ring existing
now, and thal brieks cost from 50s. o 55-.
at the kiln, [ believe that by (he State
manufacture of bricks this ring cuonld he
hroken up, and thal we could manufacture
hricks at from 30s. to 33s. a (housand.
This would enable people with limited
means to huild homes for themselves,
which they rannot do now owing to the
monopoly that exists. T hope the Govern-
ment will speedily deal with the early
closing queslion, and have the referendum
as to the weekly half-holiday. The Satwr-
day half-holiday has been instituted in
Melbourne and Adelaide, and though on
its introduction some employers strenu-
ously opposed it, they now realise the
boon it is, and the advantage it is to have
a little respite at the end of the week io
be able to take a week-end journey that
equips them for the work of the following
week. I am glad it is intended to deal
with thiz matter as soon as possible. I
do not intend to diseass all the paragraphs
in the Governor’s Speech. I support the
remarks of several speakers that too much
time can he taken up by discussing the
Address-in-reply, time which might pos-
sibly be devoted to work of o more urgent
nature. Most matters have heen very ex-
haustively dealt wiih already, but there i3
one there is no reference to, and I would
like the Government to give it their earnest
eonsideration, because it is in aecordance
with their poliey of the nationalising of
public utilities. I urge on the Govern-
ment the necessity to go thoroughly into
the matter of endeavouring to secure the
nationalisation of the Perth tramways.
Reeently a Traltic Commission sat in Mel-
bourne and took evidence with regard Lo
the Melbourne Tramway Company, a
monopolistic concern which in 1887, the
vear of the Centennial Exhibition, paid
72 per cent. dividend, and in another year
57 per eent, dividend, and in anether year
38 per cent., and for several years over
20 per cent. dividend, the lowest dividend
paid being 9 per eent. during the years of
depression, The eapital eost of that eon-

cern is £1,705,794. Interest and sinking
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fund per aunum is £123,750, and the pro-
fits per annum, including provision for
reserves, exceed the latter gum. It is
estimated that the profits of this company,
owing to the increased population, will,
during ihe last two years of their lease,
amount lo semething over a quarter of
a million. This is an example sufficiently
striking to show us and demonsirate io
the Government the need for securing the
valuable asset of the Perth tramways.
The settlement and progress of the dis-
triet [ represent has been largely retarded
by the want of communication between
the district and the City. The sole desire
of these monopolistic concerns is to secure
profit, and profit only. Repeatedly depu-
tations have waited on the Melbourne
Tramway Company. as they have in
Perth, urging extensions to suburbs which
have grown into existence, also urging the
eatablishment of penny seelions or penny
Tares; but at all rintes these requests have
been refused. On the other hand we have
in New South Wales a tramway system
run by the Government who have intro-
dueed penny sections, and fhat system
earries the bulk of the suburban traffie. 1f
we compare the Sydney tramway traffic
with the Melbourne tramway traffic we
find tbal in Melbonrne, with a population
of 598,000, the passenger journeys per
head of the population are 140 per annum,
and the receipts are £700,000; whereas
in Sydney, with a population of 635,000,
the passenger journeys per head of the
population amount to 312 and the receipts
reach £1,161,18+. In Melbourne the bulk
of the suburban traffic is carried on the
railways, because in the outer sahurhg the
people have no opportunity of getting
tramway extensions, owing to the faet that
the Melhourne Tramway Company exisis
solely for profit and has no regard what-
soever for public convenience or public
inderesis. [ believe, i the matter was
thoroughly gone into to find out the value
of the Perth tramway concern, the Gov-
ernment could submit a report and have a
Bill hrought in authorising them to im-
mediately secure the system. It has been
urzed that our {ramways should be muni-
cipalised, but under Gevernment control

they conld be managed more economieally.
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By having them placed under the Raillway
Department, one staff would be sufficient
to deal with the accounts, etcetera, of
both systems, and it would preveni undue
competition befween the railways and the
trams. I believe the trams could be placed
under the management of a superintend-
ent who would be controlled by the Com-
missioner of Railways. We would then
link up the suburbs aud not have lines
running parallel to the railway, and tran-
sit facilities would thus be distributed
over a big area, and the people of Perlh
would seecnre facilities, as they have in
Sydney and Adelaide, to develop subnrbs
previously not in existence. The universal
expertenée is that cheap and extensive
travelling facilities create traffic, I hope
the Giovernment will geo into this matter
at an early date to find out how it stands.
It is estimated ihe profils of the trams
this year will be about £39,000. . However,
these figures ave disputed; there is.some
doubt as to their aceuracy, and I have not
gone exhauslively into them. In the dis
triet T represent, at Belmont, Cannington,
and South Perth, we would find settlement
immediately taking place if tramway eom-
munication with the City were brought
about. South Perth is an ideal suburb.
People wish to live there but they have no
means of communieation, Again, it is the
desive of the municipality of South Perth
to munieipalize the ferry system. They
want a channel cut from Mends-street {o
Coode-sireet, by whieh means they cauld
have a ecirenit and run hoats, provided
they got control of the channel, This, if
brought about, wonld enable the people
to have frequent and cheap facilities of
trangit for travelling across to South
Perth, and this alse would undoubtedly
promote settlemeni in that suburb. T cou-
gratulate the Government on bringing in
an amendmeni to the Conciliation and
Arvbitration Aet. Tt is necessary that the
Aet should be amended so as to simplify
it and provide some method to deal with
disagreements before a dispute actuaily
ariges, If this is done I feel certain the
Arbitration Court would be more effeclive
in preventing disputes. We should simn-
plify the Act by doing away with many
of the judicial deeisions and techniealities.
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Buch an amendment would create more
confidence in the court among the workers.
The Aet has been found to be unworkable
in many instances, and the workers wounld
ralber resort to other methods, because
they have no confidence in the Act as at
present constituted. I hope the Govern-
ment will take into consideration the need
for simplifying the Act and facilitating
matters in connection with its administra-
tion so as to enable disagreements to be
referred to the court and decisions given
so as to prevent disputes. If we can pre-
vent disputes we have done good work. It
is the desire of our party to prevent in-
dustrial strife. We realise that when it
takes place, if there is one section of the
commnunily that suffers more than another
it is the wives and families of the men,
We desire to do all we possibly ean to
constitute some tribunal that will prevent
disputes. We realise that not only do
those immediately concerned snifer, bui
also the dislocation in trade does a vast
ameunt of injury o others not connected
with the dispute at all. In faet we are
all intimately associated; we all depend
on one another; society is one living ar-
ganism; if we inflict injury on one section
the whole is wore or less affected. I
realise this, and therefore I feel the Gov-
ernment will, at an early date, amend this

Act,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

-Mr. LEWIS: Before the tea adjourn-
ment I was referring to the amendment
of the TIndustrial Conciliation and Ar-
bitration Aet. T would just like to em-
phasise this point. We should do all
we can to prevent industrial warfare and
to bring about peace, and when any dis-
pute is brought before a tribunal that
tribunal should be one in which the men
have confidence. Tt is noticeable when
a matter is being thrashed out in the
Arbitration Court a great deal of em-
phasis 15 laid on the fact of trying to
arrive at what is the cost of living. 1
think we should alse endeavour to ascer-
tain what profits are made in the various
industries. That is a matter that should
be inquired into so that the employers
who are making huge profits out of the
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efforts of the workers should have to
disclose the profits they make, and thus
we would arrive at a true basis for the
remuneration of the worker. In connec-
tion with the public service I welecome
the fact that the constitution of the
Public Service Appeal Board is to be
altered, and that there is also to be a ve-
classification. It is a remarkable feature
in regard to bringing about a reclassifi-
cation of the public servants that those
most vitally concerned are never con-
sulted in the matter. The Public Ser-
viee Commissioner draws up a elassifi-
cation withont couosulting those imme-
diately concerned. We should endeavour
to do justice to those who are eoncerned;
the puoblie servants shonld be consulted
and their views ascertained. That is the
only way to arrive at a satisfactory solu-
tion whieh both parties nre agreeable to.
Those concerned should have an oppor-
tunity of ventilating their grievances and
of stating how they are situated. There
is another matter, the equal political
rights to public servants. The leader of
the Opposition stated that the public ser-
vants of the State would by and by dom-
inate the State, and the resnlt would ba
that the people of the State would rebel
against 16 and take the franchise away
from the civil servants altogether. That
has been tried in Vietoria by Mr. Irvine,
bat publiec opinion was so strong against
it there that the Government had to re-
store the franchise to the publiec ser-
vaats. The same ihing was tried by Mr.
Wade in New Sonth Wales, where a sim-
ilar proposal was brought forward. But
I have found when you attempt to effect
coercion against the British race the in-
herent sense of fairplay is so strong that
people will not tolerate it. The leader
of the Opposition when at Cranbrook was
feeling that his political doom was coming
on the 3rd October, and seeing that three
Government servants intended to contest
the constituencies of Claremont, Canning,
and Geraldton, he sent a wire from Cran-
brook to the Commissioner for Railways
informing him that if Mr. Dooley, M.
Burchell, and myself persisted in stand-
ing for election our services would have
to be immediately determined. With the
result that it ereated an elecirie spark
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that kindled a fltame throughout the
State, and so aroused public indiguation
that on the Sunday after the Premier
was qunite pleased to back down and with-

draw the very iniquitous inetructions
whieh he had given. In connection
with that matter I say we realise,

are Clovernment servanis
are elected, we first
the State, and our

As fo doing jus-

although e
the moment we
of all rvepresent
constitueneies next.
fice to the publie servanls we should
not allow that to interfere wiili
our duties as representatives first of all
of the State and then of the constitu-
encies we represent. It is nol a right
poliey to adopt to try eoercion. If one
political party eaunot edneate the people
to their ways of thinking then it is nnt
right to attempt coeveion, for if Lhai is
done rebellion takes place and it reacts
on lhose who instituted it. There is an-
other matier 1 would like o see consid-
ered by ihe Government, and that is in
eonnection with main roads. Some scheme
should be devised to overcome (he diffi-
enlty (hat affects many municipalities and
roads boards. al the present time. In
many scattered distriets of Western Aus-
fralia the roads board or municipality has
to earry out greal development work and
to mainfain main roads from which no
revenue is received. It is a greal tax
on these bodies, and some scheme should
be cvolved to overcome this diffieulty.
It would create a benefit to many of the
scattered parts of the State. T will not
take up the time further as far as the
Address-in-reply is concerned. Most of
the items in the comprehensive pro-
gramme to be introduced this session
have been thoroughly dealt with. 1 thank
members for the patient hearing they
have extended to me.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): 1t gives
me great pleasure to congratulate you,
Myr. Speaker, on the Ligh and Lhonourable
position which you now oceupy, and I
trust your career will be as lengthy and
as honourable as that of Sir Jenkin Coles
of South Australia. 1 also congratulate
the Government upon the able manner
in which they tackled the serious ques-
tion of the wages of the railway men of
Western Australia. I counsider it reflecis
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great credit on the Minister for Railways
and the Premier for the action they took
in reference to raising the wages of the
lower paid men in the Railway Depari-
ment. I think it was a seandal that
men were asked to work for a nrere pil-
tance in the railway service. I trust the
Government will also take the case of
other lower paid publie servarts in hand
and bring their wages up to a lving
amount. There is not an elector in West-
ern Australia at the present tiwe who will
not say that there are some wublie ser-
vants who are not receiving a fair wage.
There are some police oflicer~ 1o recel).t
of a pittance of 6s. 6d. n day, which is
a scandal to Western Australia. ard
while we are paying such low woves fiv-
ing is very high. Take the diffcrence of
the wages in South Ausiralin, where the
Government pay junior constabies 8s. a
day and 1s. a day allowance; here we pay
bs. Gd. a day. It is a seandal io pay
men such low wages when we lhave to
put them on the sireets and place pro-
perty under their conirol. T am sure
this is a question thal will be iaken inio
consideration. In reference to station-
masters, as the member for Murray
stated some were receiving a pitlance of
10%d. per hour. Tt is a wrong thing
to allow snch a state of thing to con-
tinue. If we make a comparison, which
has been gnoted often, between the Com-
monwealth Government and this (overn-
ment, it will at onee be seen that it is
time the House took action to reetify
the matter. There is another subject I
wish to speak on. T vegret to say that
in some agricnltural areas some of the
farmers are meeting with hard times. I
am pleased the Government have taken
steps to try and velieve Lhe farmers of
their trouble in the way of water cart-
age. I trust that not only will the Gov-
ernment eart water for them, but that
they will go a little further, if necessavy
—perhaps it is warranted—and provide
seed wheat and other necessaries required
to keep the people on the land. 1 am
sure it 15 very hard for the people in
the hack dry areas having to suifer such
hardsltips. There is another natler. TE
I am informed rightly the produce carled
on agricnltural lines to and [rom the
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farmers is charged 1s. per ton more than
is charged on the older railway lines. Tf
this information is correet J hope the
Minister for Railways will take (he mai-
ter into his consideration and bring the
cost of transit on the agrieultural rail-
ways lo Lhe same level as that on older
railways, There is another matter to he
seriously considered, the extension of
telephone communieation to our sidings,
Many country centres are isolated, and
if we can induee the Federal Govern-
went to spend a few hundred pounds, or
perhaps £1,000, in giving these people tele-
phone communication it would be a great
concession te small places. In many
places a man may require a truck for
produce. He may have to ride eight
miles to order the truck and eight miles
“back again, and then he often has to
wait at the siding to see that the truck
comes along. If there was telephonie
communication with the siding and
& toll system introduced it would
he of pgreat benefit to the outhack
centres along the agrieultural lines. I
would also like to see extended to the
farmers further educational facilities,
more schools established, and in eountry
achools T would like to see more agricul-
tural subjects taught. I do not think
- sufficient interest is taken in agrmi-
* cultural subjects in  country schools,
therefore T would like the Minister for
Education to take into consideration the
necessity of introducing more agricultural
subjeets into these schools. I would alse
like to see it arranged for hawkers to
hawk amongst the settlers. The Haw-
kers' Aet might be amended to allow
Britishers to hawk amongst the settlers.
This would be a great benefit to persons
living in outback places. It would not
only enable people to buy bui it would
enable the hawkers also to purchase from
the farmers. In all the other States
British bhawkers are allowed to hawk
goods amongst the settlers. I do not
mean that we should allow eoloured haw-
kers, but whether we allow them or not

we know that coloured hawkers carry on
business very extensively in the country.
We have only to go to the South-West
* distriet near at hand to find the Hawkers’
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Aect is being thoroughly prostituied and
no notice is taken of it. If you refer to
any of the small storekeepers they will
tell you that this is going on. T wonld
therefore like to see the Hawkers’ Act
amended so that the settlers might be
benefited thereby. I am glad to see in
the Speech that the eoal mining indnstry
is inereasing, I would like to see more
interest taken in the produetion of ecoal
and also in the search for eoal. If judi-
tious boring were carried on in different
parts of the State the discovery of good
eoal measures might resnlt. The member
for Geraldton referred to Irwin. For
many vears we have heard of coal seams
existing there, but I do not think that
they have been judiciously tested. If
the Ministry could see their way clear to
take action in regard to testing these de-
posits we might get good resalts, and if
we did get good resulis I think that the
Government should retain the coal mines
and work them as State mines in the same
way as is done in New Zealand and Vie-
toria. This would be of great benefit to
the railways of the State generally. I
am sorry to see that the Speech contains
no reference to forestry. Steps should
be taken to protect our jarrah forests,
and one direction in which we could do
that is by preventing the export of piles
and telephome poles. In travelling
through the timber districts it is surpris-
ing to see the number of telephone poles
and piles that are cut and sent from the
State, and I think we might take action
to protect the jarrah industry against
what I might eall an abuse, because such
things as telephone poles can be pro-
duced in iron. If we do not take some
action we will have our forests de-
pleted before we know where we are,
and it will be a serious thing to have
to go ountside the State in order to buy
our timber supplies. It is pleasing to see
also that the Government are going in for
an extensive public worlss policy, and
when providing for that policy I sincerely
trust they will not forget the metropoli-
tan area, becanse there are many things in
that area which we are justly entitled to
ask the Government to spend a few pounds

on. If the large amount of property
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which the Government have in the metro-
politan area, and which the municipal
councils are unable to rate, is taken into
consideration, T think it will be admitted
that we have a call upon them for a few
things which would be beneficial to the
people in and aronnd the city. One of
the most important is the opening up of
the river norih of the eanseway towards
Guildford. If a dredge were to be put
into the river north of the causeway it
wonld confer a great benefif, not only by
opening up the river but also by reclaim-
ing a lot of the low-lying ground and thus
doing away with the mosquite nuisance
which is so detrimenial to East Perth. 1
hope that the Government will provide in
their Estimates for a dredge to work
north of the causeway and continue the
reclamation works. I think the Govern-
ment might also take more interest in the
canseway. For years past it has been a
standing disgrace to all concerned and a
menace to the people using it. I believe
that under the Roads Act the Government
have power to put this road in proper
order and charge np the cost to the muni-
etpal councils of Perth and Vietoria Park,
and, sooner than allow it to continue in
the disgraceful state it has been in for
twelve months or more, the Government
should take drastic steps to see that it is
made safe for vehicvlar and other traffie.
I note with pleasure that the Government
are about to erect workers’ homes, and
there is not the least doubt that they will
be of great benefit to the poorer residents
of the metropolis. I hope that they will
also take into consideration the advis-
ability of establishing State brick works,
because the price of bricks at the present
time is very high indeed. The resulis
which followed the establishment of State
brickworks in New South Wales furnish
a very strong argument in favour of the
Government in this State establishing
such works in conjuneiton with the sys-
tem of providing workers’ homes. I would
like to support the member for Canning
in his econtention that the Government
should assume control of the Perth tram-
ways. In my opinion the Government
should cause a valuation to be made and
make an offer to the company, and if a
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satisfactory arrangement cannot be made
between the Government and the company,
then the Government should substitute an-
other service and run it in opposition o
the present system, becanse the company
at the present time are not giving the
City a fair service. Instead of the City
getling a proper framway service, it is
practically gelting the leavings of Subiaco
and other suburbs, hecause it is almost imn-
possible at times to get a seat in a car
after a tram leaves Thomas-street. The
same may be said in regard te the Mount
Lawley and North Perth routes, and it is
a disgrace to the City council and the Gov-
ermuent to allow a foreign eompany to
come here and monopolise the rights of
the roads in the manner this company have
been doing for n number of years. They
appear to take no notice whatever of
what the City counecil says; in fact I do
not think the City council has many rights
over them Dbecause ifs rights were forfeited
when the Council gave this concession. I
should like to see the Minister for Works
instruet his officers to go into the matter
and see if there is not a chance of com-
pelling the establishment of better condi-
tions in connection with our tramways.
Another matter in regard to whieh I
should like to see the Government exer-
cising its rights is the block of land on
which the town hall now stands. T under-
stand that the Government have a righi
to resime this land for publie purposes if
they require it, and undoubtedly they do
require it for the purpose of building ad-
ditional public offices. This fown hall
question has been diseussed in the City
couneil for the past sixteen or seventeen
years, and the diseussion will confinue as
long as this maiter remains in the hands
of the City counctl. T suggest that the
Government shonld elaim that site and
ervect offices for the public service; by
so doing they wonld be settling this vexed
question and putting the City eounecil on
its metzl. Many people have (ried from
time to time to settle this issue but a set-
tlement seems to be practically impossible,
therefore I ask that the Government
should assert their rights and resume the
property. It is desirable also thai the
Government should take steps, as one hon.
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raemher suggested, in reference to the
metropolitan water supply. I believe that
means could be adopted by which we could
get an extra supply from Mundaring with-
ont putling any great strain on that
scheme, and if the metropolitan area were
io draw a portion of ils supply from that
scheme it would be a means of reducing
the cost of water on the goldfields and in
the agrienltural areas along the pipe line.
¥ have been informed on good authority
that the experts who have visited the Mun-
daring catchment area ave of opinion that
by damming up the overflow below the
present weir a lot more water could be
impounded and that after the lower reser-
voir had been filled, the sluices conld be
closed and the upper one filled, When
we get a fair number of sanitary conmnee-
tions completed we shall be in a diffiealty
for water, and I maintain that the pro-
vision of additiogal water supply shounld
have gone hand in hand with the carrying
out of the sewerage connections. Next
summer we shall be dependent on bore
water, and that is a commedity which the
people of Perth do not appreciate. 1
desire to congrafulate the Government on
the bringing in of the long promised Vet-
erinary Bill. I have appealed to many
Governments to introduce this Bill in
order to protect the settlers against the
unserupulous quacks who are travelling
thronghout the State, often brutally oper-
ating upon and mutilating very valuahle
horses. I eould guote instances of glaving
ignerance on the pavt of these quacks,
both in the couniry distriets and in the
metropolitan area, and it is very pleasing
to see that the Government have al last
taken steps to bring this Bill hefore Par-
linment. I sineerely trust that it will be
carried,

Mr. Nanson: T do nol think there is
any such Bill mentioned.

Mr. LANDER: Yes, there is a Bill
promised to regulate the practice of vet-
erinary surgery. T congratulate the Gov-
ernment, and I hope that the measure will
be put through and that justice will be
done to any veterinary surgeon who may
e practising at the present time in Wesl-
ern Australia. The way that can be done
is to ask him to pass half the examination
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that a Ffully qualified man has to pass.
Any man who takes up the veterinary pro-
fession should know something about
anatomy, pathology, physiology, and para-
sitology, and be able to diagnose a dis-
ease when he is called npon at any time
to inspect horses, 1 am sorry to say that
many times I have seen veterinary sur-
geons called in to diagnose the ailment of
an animal, and the diagnosis has been
simply ridiculons, T have seen one of these
quacks wateh for hours a nare in the
rains of Foaling and not be able to tefl
what was the matter with her. Again
T have krown jarrah jerkers in the timber
connlry to pay €23 fer an operation
for a malignant growth on the nasal
bhone, and what happened ¥ In op-
evaling the man vemoved the eye, and a
valuable horse was mutilated. When
practices like that are going on it is time
that legislation was introduced on the
subject. The Vietorian Government are,
I understand, paying £8,000 a year to-
wards the upkeep of a veterinary research
department and they have some of the
ablest men this side of the line. We
might be able to derive some benefits
from this department in Melbourne if we
could induce the Government to provide a
small sum of, say £250 per annum, for
seholarships, so as t¢ allow young men
from the high schools to go to Mel-
bourne with just sufficient money pro-
vided by the Siate to pay for the bare
cost of their food. T think if we were to
put by that pound a week we would have
plenty of fathers who would pay the fees
and other incidental expenses which
might oceur by sending their sons fo
these institutions. Veterinary surgery is
one of the best callings in Australia when
properly established. T hope this Bill
will be put throngh, and alse that scholar-
ships will be approved of. Another thing
I would like to speak upon is the export
department. Some of the members op-
posite have referred to this, but have not
referred to it in very encouraging terms.
I think if we take up the results of the
Sonth Australian Export Department we
can come to no other conclusion than that
the settlers of Western Australia would
he greatly benefited if an export depart-
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ment were established here. In South
Anstralia the department has been estab-
lished for 16 years. When first estab-
lished, lambs were selling in Sonth Aus-
tralia for 3s. Gd. per head ; at the present
1ime they ave fetehing 16s. This depart-
ment sent to London in ihe first year of
their existence G9 lambs, so that it will be
geen that it started in a small way. Last
vear they sent away 341,036 lambs. This
will give aun idea of the growih of the
deparlment. ‘T'liey alsp despatehed 1,760
tons of butter in one year and they paid,
in bonuses, £1.510, while the profii last
year was £5,600. I ecertainly think that
thie establishment of such a department is
worthy of eonsideration in Western Aus-
tralia, and it might well be given a trial.
One way in which it would be benefieial
to the settler would be that instead
of allowing the shark to buy the
produce from the settler at a con-
siderably reduced price, the Government
conld send an export agent to make
a valuation and allow the seltler, say, 3s.
off the market value and allow him to have
the interest fo himself. I visited a place
on the eastern railway line recently, and
the man there told me that he had sold
lis produee, as he was compelled to do,
for £3 a ton, while al the same time he
was paying £5 per ton back again to the
chaff sbarks. I trust the export depart-
ment will be established and that the set-
tlers will derive benefit from it. Another
thing I would like to see established here
is a market for the produee of the settler.
At the presenl time the settlers are prac-
tically without any market in the City of
Perth. I hope the Government will take
into consideration the necessity for estab-
lishing an open market where any person
can, for a nominal fee, take his produce
and stop there until he disposes of it. By
doing that T am certain that the settler,
and also the residents of the metropolitan
area, will benefit very mueh, Another
thing T would like to see taken in hand is
the milk supply. and T would like to see
the Government make preparations for the
analysis of the milk supply. There is not
sufficient milk in January and February
to supply the metropolitan area, and if is
time some steps were taken to plaee it
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under Government control, when the pub-
lic could be guarsnteed pure milk. I
would also like io see a Government
analyst appointed, who could devote the
whole of his time to analysing the milk,
and also make an analysis of the soils;
there is any amouni of work for an
analyst to do in Western Australia. When
we look at the horses which we see at our
shows and eompare them with the im-
ported horses, we must eonclude that there
i3 something deficient in the Western Aus-
tralian soil, which makes so much differ-
ence in ihe size of the bones. If we had
a Goverumenl analyst he could take an
interest in these things. Another matter
I wonld like to vefer to is that while Par-
linment is in recess, and dwring that time
I have no doubt a Premier’s Conference
will be held, T would like to see the Pre-
mier attend it, and diseuss with the Pre-
miers of the other States the advisability
of the whole of the Australian States tak-
ing some action in the direction of hav-
ing a State-owned steamship servies. This
should he not only an interstate serviee,
but a service which would run between
Australian shores and the old country.
When we take into consideration the fact
that we have spent 150 million pounds
upen our railways, surely we can raise
about four millions beiween the whole of
the States to provide a number of steam-
ships. If one goes into the question it
will be found that for ahont (hree million
pounds it would be possible to construct
eight vessels larger than any of those en-
gaged in the trade at the present time. By
adding one million to that sum it would
be possible to have not onlv a fine inter-
state serviee, but also an intermational ser-
vif:e. T trust that in the recess the Pre-
mier will eause this question to recsive
serious eonsideration, T do not intend to
say anything further. T thank hon., mem-
bgrs for the altentive hearing they have
given me.

On motion by Mr. McDowall debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 8.10 pom.



